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United Nations internship awarded

AIC Research Officer Weng Chin-Dahler has been selected to participate in the highly competitive United Nations Internship
Programme. He has been assigned to the UN Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee for two months and will leave for
New York in September.

The objective of the Internship Programme  Weng, a member of the Global,
is threefold: Economic and Electronic Crime
* to provide a framework by which team, said the opportunity to
graduate and post-graduate students be an intern with the United
from diverse academic backgrounds Nations would provide him
may be assigned to UN Offices where with a greater understanding
their educational experience can be of counter-terrorism at an
enhanced through practical work international level.

assignments; ‘I hope to gain an insight into

e to expose them to the work of the the inner workings of the UN
United Nations; and and gain a better understanding
e to provide UN offices with the assistance of their counter-terrorism
of highly-qualified students specialised financing best-practice
in various professional fields. methods,” Weng said.
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Financing of terrorism:
Risks for Australia

Australia has to date been relatively
quarantined from large-scale, organised
terrorist activities, but as a well-resourced
country we are also at risk of being a
location from which funds for terrorist
activities may be drawn. This paper
presents information on the environments
in which the financing of terrorism have
taken place in recent years and the
trajectory of financing of terrorism risk
which is likely to emerge for Australia

and globally in the years ahead.

Financing of terrorism:
Risks for Australia

Russell G Smith, Rob McCusker & Jull Walters

Unexplained wealth laws in Australia

The power of the state to confiscate
assets derived from criminal acts is
well-accepted in criminal justice and

each Australian jurisdiction has legislation
governing the confiscation of proceeds

of crime. This paper considers the scope
and impact of unexplained wealth laws in
Australia and considers the arguments for
and against such provisions.

Cash in transit armed
robbery in Australia

Cash in transit (CIT) armed robbery is an
offence that can cause serious stress and

danger to individuals who become victims
while doing their job. To compound the
emotional, psychological and physical
damage CIT armed robbery can cause
victims, it often causes considerable
financial loss to the companies targeted.
CIT armed robberies have been increasing
in recent years and the AIC’s National
Armed Robbery Monitoring Program,
along with some of Australia’s leading CIT
companies, determined that the dynamics
of this type of robbery needed to be more
closely examined. Understanding the

type of offender who commits CIT armed
robbery will help with the development

of crime prevention strategies for the

CIT industry. The types of offenders

who typically commit CIT armed robbery
are professional offenders who have a
tendency to plan the offence, study their
target and carry high-powered weaponry.
Considering CIT armed robbery and
related crime prevention strategies from
overseas is also recommended, as
countries such as South Africa and

the United Kingdom have had more
experience in preventing this type of crime.

(Mis)perceptions
f crime in Australia

Austaliasnatona ressarch and knowldge ceire on crime and stice

(Mis)perceptions of crime in Australia

Public concern about crime victimisation is
one of a range of factors that policymakers
take into account when creating new
criminal offences, setting penalties and
allocating resources for policing and
prosecution. The level of public concern
about rising crime can also determine the
extent to which people engage in certain
daily activities, sometimes restricting
behaviour unnecessarily. However, there
can be a disjunction between how people
perceive the risk of crime victimisation and
the actual level of victimisation that occurs
in the community. Recently, for example,
concern with some crime types has
increased, despite an actual decline in
crime rates for the offences in question.
This study reinforces earlier research into
perceptions of crime; that there are
substantial misperceptions of crime among
the general public, both in terms of the

number of incidents and in perceptions of
trends in crime. This paper uses statistical
modelling based on data taken from the
2007 Australian Survey of Social Attitudes
to examine the relationship between
gender, age, education and sources of
information on crime in the Australian
context.

Research and Public Policy

Indigenous women'’s offending
patterns: A literature review

This report is a literature review on
Indigenous women'’s offending patterns
and therefore provides an important
contribution to understanding an often
neglected area of criminal justice. The
report presents information on Indigenous
women as offenders and prisoners, as well
as considering the issue of over-policing,
including for juvenile Indigenous females.
Data are also presented on community
corrections and periodic detention and
the under-utilisation of juvenile diversion.
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Monitoring Reports

Armed robbery in Australia: 2007
national armed robbery monitoring
program annual report

Armed robbery is a serious crime that
can have a negative impact on individual
victims and employees of targeted
businesses. People who work in locations
vulnerable to armed robbery can
experience emotional repercussions if
present at work during an armed robbery.
The Australian Institute of Criminology
(AIC) continues to undertake research

to assist in reducing armed robbery in
Australia and to reduce the severity of
the effect this crime can have on people’s
lives.

How to order AIC publications

All recent publications are available for free
download from the AIC website. Or complete
a publications order form from www.aic.
gov.au/publications/orderhardcopy.aspx
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AlC Crime and Populations Program

The Crime and Populations Team’s
focus is on analysing special population
groups and related issues of crime,
crime prevention and reduction.
Currently, the team is doing substantial
research to contribute to reducing
violence against women and children
and closing the gap in life outcomes,
especially over-representation in the
criminal justice system for Indigenous
peoples.

The program is also involved in work
relating to eradicating trafficking in persons
in Australia, and reducing juveniles and
young people’s contact with the criminal
justice system, especially rates of
detention which have begun to rise

in recent years.

The team, managed by Laura Beacroft,
provides various services, including:

e National monitoring programs- including
the Deaths in Custody, Police Custody,
Trafficking in Persons, Juveniles in
Detention and Juveniles’ Contact with
the Criminal Justice System programs,
which are widely used and are
undergoing refinements during 2010-
2011.

Practical technical information and
services to government and non-
government organisations, such

as evidence-based research and
information for new policies and
programs, policy and program reviews
and evaluations, and reviews of
performance and data collection systems.

Subscribe
NOW!
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e New research to develop better
solutions to problems experienced by
women, children, young people and
Indigenous peoples in relation to crime,
crime prevention and the criminal justice
system.

A major initiative has been to establish a
regular monitoring program on Trafficking
in Persons relevant to Australia and its
region, with the first such monitoring report
published in 2009-10 (see Trafficking in
Persons Monitoring Report July 2007 —
December 2008). This report is used
widely nationally and internationally, and
showed there are significant challenges in
the availability, reliability and comparability
of data internationally and within Australia.
These challenges include a variety of legal
and data approaches, a neglect of
trafficking in persons linked to non-sex
work, capacity to collect data in source

and transit countries, research on offenders
and the way they commit crime, and
overlaps and confusion between trafficking
in persons, illegal migration, labour
exploitation and smuggling of persons.

The AIC has a range of publications
available on trafficking in persons. Further
publications on new research by the team
include:

e labour trafficking in Australia;

e risks of trafficking in southeast Asia and
the Pacific;

e a survey of sex workers in Australia to
better understand their experience and
any risks relevant to protections for
trafficking in persons; and

e links between offending in trafficking,
smuggling and organised crime.

The next Monitoring Report on Trafficking
in Persons will be released later in 2010.
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