2ol Government of South Australia
ent of Justice

office of crime statistics and research

South Australian Drug Court
Summary of Findings

Grace Skrzypiec




Drug Court

Drug

/ Court

ecriminal behaviour related to
drug use

Office of Crime Statistics and Research February 2006

assessment

eaged 18 or older

edependent upon illicit drugs
eplead guilty to offence(s)

efacing probable imprisonment
econsent to participate in program

rejected

accepted




Profile of Participants

financial difficulties at assessment |

impaired family relationships
have children

has hepatitis C

drug use commenced as a juvenile

drug abuse prior to adulthood

criminal activity spanning 10 years or more

6 months or more in custody - 5 yrs pre-accept

at least one episode in custody
at least one serious offence

at least one offence against justice proced & govt
at least one traffic & motor veh reg offence

at least one theft/related offence
at least one break and enter/related offence

education: year 10 or less
unemployed

single

aged 18-30
non-indigenous

male
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Gender Differences

Span of Criminal Career

male female
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Time spent in custody 5 years pre-acceptance
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Drug Use History

Periods of drug abstinence greater than six months

Previous failed drug treatment

History of poor compliance with treatment

Drug abuse prior to adulthood

Alcohol abuse prior to adulthood

Experienced overdoses

Lack of insight into their drug use behaviour
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Age of Self-Reported Drug Use Initiation
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Age at Acceptance by Age of Drug Use Initiation
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Age of Self-reported Substance Use Initiation

¢ alcohol abuse

drug use
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Outcome of Drug Court Clients: 2000-2003
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Differences between Completers and Terminated

criminal career spanning seven years or more -yes

at least three events during program, at least one serious
- yes Terminated

Completers
A SeriousnessOffence During Program - yes

Offended During Program - yes

Financial Difficulties Reported at Assessment - yes

Limited Family Support Reported at Assessment - yes

Social Isolation Reported at Assessment - yes

Alcohol Abuse Prior to Adulthood - yes

History of Previous Imprisonment - yes

Weapons and explosives offences
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Span of Criminal Career

completed terminated

40.0

35.0 1

30.0 1

25.0 1

20.0 1

17.8yrs

15.0
14.3yrs

12.2 yrs

10.0 10.4 yrs

8.4yrs

5.3yrs
5.0 Y

0.0 n=72 n=148
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Offending During the Program

s 94
9.7 '
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months
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Predictors of Drug Court Outcome

1.6 0.4

-1.0 0.4 6.5

0.9 0.5 4.3

-2.3 -2.2 1.1

Note: R2=0.29 (Hosmer & Lemeshow), 0.30 (Cox & Snell), 0.42 (Nagelkerke). Model %2 (11) = 74.9, p<0.0001
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