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Consider the following three scenarios…Consider the following three scenarios…Consider the following three scenarios…Consider the following three scenarios…

(1)(1) AA strangerstranger entersenters aa woman’swoman’s homehome;; afterafter aa(1)(1) AA strangerstranger entersenters aa woman swoman s homehome;; afterafter aa
struggle,struggle, hehe pullspulls outout aa gungun andand shootsshoots herher;;

(2)(2) AA manman entersenters thethe homehome ofof aa womanwoman hishis(2)(2) AA manman entersenters thethe homehome ofof aa woman,woman, hishis
estrangedestranged femalefemale partnerpartner;; therethere isis aa strugglestruggle
andand hehe pullspulls outout aa gungun andand shootsshoots herher;;andand hehe pullspulls outout aa gungun andand shootsshoots herher;;

(3)(3) AA manman andand aa womanwoman –– husbandhusband andand wifewife ––
hh hh ii ll hh hihiareare atat homehome;; therethere isis aa struggle,struggle, hehe getsgets hishis

gungun andand shootsshoots herher..



What has changed in the Canadian context?What has changed in the Canadian context?What has changed in the Canadian context?What has changed in the Canadian context?

(1)(1) Key legislative and policy changesKey legislative and policy changes(1)(1) Key legislative and policy changes Key legislative and policy changes 
(2)(2) Trends in and characteristics of intimate Trends in and characteristics of intimate 

partner homicidepartner homicidepartner homicidepartner homicide
(3)(3) Examining criminal justice responses to Examining criminal justice responses to 

i i h i id h d di i h i id h d dintimate partner homicide over three decadesintimate partner homicide over three decades
(4)(4) Two key challenges/ solutions for moving Two key challenges/ solutions for moving 

forwardforward



Key legislative & policy initiativesKey legislative & policy initiatives
f h l d df h l d dof the past several decadesof the past several decades

‘‘Domestic and child abuse’ may be considered Domestic and child abuse’ may be considered yy
aggravating factor at sentencing aggravating factor at sentencing 
Growth of available sheltersGrowth of available shelters
Mandatory charging and noMandatory charging and no--drop policiesdrop policies
Specialized domestic violence courtsSpecialized domestic violence courts
Treatment programs for abusersTreatment programs for abusers
Other victimOther victim--assistance programsassistance programs
Additional legislative initiativesAdditional legislative initiatives
Domestic violence death review committeesDomestic violence death review committees
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LinkingLinking social & legal changes to declines…social & legal changes to declines…LinkingLinking social & legal changes to declines…social & legal changes to declines…

Exposure Reduction FrameworkExposure Reduction FrameworkExposure Reduction FrameworkExposure Reduction Framework……
…identifies three key changes that may have …identifies three key changes that may have 
reduced exposure:reduced exposure:reduced exposure:reduced exposure:

Increasing gender equality Increasing gender equality 
Changing relationship structures Changing relationship structures 
Increases in available domestic violence Increases in available domestic violence 
resources and servicesresources and services
(Dugan et al 1999 2003)(Dugan et al 1999 2003)(Dugan et al. 1999, 2003)(Dugan et al. 1999, 2003)



The role of exposure reduction in CanadaThe role of exposure reduction in CanadaThe role of exposure reduction in CanadaThe role of exposure reduction in Canada

Preliminary findings: (Dawson et al 2009)Preliminary findings: (Dawson et al 2009)Preliminary findings: (Dawson et al. 2009)Preliminary findings: (Dawson et al. 2009)
#1#1:: As the femaleAs the female--male employment gap male employment gap 

decreased the rate at which women were killeddecreased the rate at which women were killeddecreased, the rate at which women were killed decreased, the rate at which women were killed 
by male spouses also decreased;by male spouses also decreased;



Employment rate of Canadians, 15 years and over, 1976-2001
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Average age at first marriage, 1976 - 2001,
CanadaCanada
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Mother's average age at birth of first child Mother s average age at birth of first child, 
1976-2001, Canada
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The role of exposure reduction in CanadaThe role of exposure reduction in CanadaThe role of exposure reduction in CanadaThe role of exposure reduction in Canada

Three preliminary findings: (Dawson et al 2009)Three preliminary findings: (Dawson et al 2009)Three preliminary findings: (Dawson et al. 2009)Three preliminary findings: (Dawson et al. 2009)
#1#1:: As femaleAs female--male employment gap decreased, male employment gap decreased, 

the rate at which women are killed by malethe rate at which women are killed by malethe rate at which women are killed by male the rate at which women are killed by male 
spouses also decreasedspouses also decreased

#2#2 A h l l f i i d i i dA h l l f i i d i i d#2#2: : As the level of university education increased As the level of university education increased 
for males, the rate at which men were killed by for males, the rate at which men were killed by 
f l d df l d dfemale spouses decreasedfemale spouses decreased
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The role of exposure reduction in CanadaThe role of exposure reduction in CanadaThe role of exposure reduction in CanadaThe role of exposure reduction in Canada

Three preliminary findings: (Dawson et al. 2009)Three preliminary findings: (Dawson et al. 2009)Three preliminary findings: (Dawson et al. 2009)Three preliminary findings: (Dawson et al. 2009)
#1#1:: As femaleAs female--male employment gap decreased, male employment gap decreased, 

the rate at which women are killed by malethe rate at which women are killed by malethe rate at which women are killed by male the rate at which women are killed by male 
spouses decreased.spouses decreased.

#2#2: As level of university education increased for: As level of university education increased for#2#2: As level of university education increased for : As level of university education increased for 
males, the rate at which men killed by female males, the rate at which men killed by female 
spouses decreased.spouses decreased.pp

#3#3: : As divorce rates increased so too did male and As divorce rates increased so too did male and 
female rates of spousal homicidefemale rates of spousal homicide..pp







Domestic violence resources and declinesDomestic violence resources and declinesDomestic violence resources and declinesDomestic violence resources and declines

Obstacle to answering the question: Lack of dataObstacle to answering the question: Lack of dataObstacle to answering the question: Lack of data Obstacle to answering the question: Lack of data 
on growth and existence of resources/services;on growth and existence of resources/services;
What do we mean when we talk about ‘domesticWhat do we mean when we talk about ‘domesticWhat do we mean when we talk about domestic What do we mean when we talk about domestic 
violence resources’?violence resources’?
I i lI i l il biliil bili f h ?f h ?Is it only Is it only availabilityavailability of resources that matter? of resources that matter? 
What about the What about the qualityquality of what’s available? of what’s available? 
Wh bWh b ibiliibili dd ili iili i ffWhat about What about accessibilityaccessibility and and utilizationutilization of of 
services/resources?services/resources?



Intimate Partner Homicide Intimate Partner Homicide 
d th C td th C tand the Courtsand the Courts



Research question and dataResearch question and dataResearch question and dataResearch question and data

ResearchResearch questionquestion:: HasHas thethe treatmenttreatment ofof thosethoseResearchResearch questionquestion:: HasHas thethe treatmenttreatment ofof thosethose
accusedaccused ofof killingkilling intimateintimate partnerspartners changedchanged
overover time?time?overover time?time?

DataData:: TotalTotal populationpopulation ofof homicidehomicide casescases
resolvedresolved throughthrough thethe courtscourts inin TorontoToronto 19741974resolvedresolved throughthrough thethe courtscourts inin Toronto,Toronto, 19741974--
20022002 (N=(N=11,,137137))

I iI i h i idh i id (N(N 230230 2020%%))-- IntimateIntimate partnerpartner homicideshomicides (N=(N=230230;; 2020%%))
-- NonNon--intimateintimate partnerpartner homicideshomicides (N=(N=907907;; 8080%%))



Compared early time period (1974Compared early time period (1974--1983) to more1983) to moreCompared early time period (1974Compared early time period (1974 1983) to more 1983) to more 
recent time periods (1984recent time periods (1984--1996 and 19971996 and 1997--2002)2002)

Changes over time? YESChanges over time? YES

In recent years, intimate partner killers were…In recent years, intimate partner killers were…
More likely to be found guilty at trialMore likely to be found guilty at trial;;y g yy g y ;;

…compared to killers of other types of victims.…compared to killers of other types of victims.





Changes over time?Changes over time?Changes over time?Changes over time?

Compared early time period (1974Compared early time period (1974--1983) to more1983) to moreCompared early time period (1974Compared early time period (1974 1983) to more 1983) to more 
recent time periods (1984recent time periods (1984--1996 and 19971996 and 1997--2002) 2002) 
and found that:and found that:and found that:and found that:

In recent years, intimate partner killers were…In recent years, intimate partner killers were…
M lik l b f d il i lM lik l b f d il i lMore likely to be found guilty at trial;More likely to be found guilty at trial;
More likely to be convicted overallMore likely to be convicted overall;;

…compared to killers of other types of victims…compared to killers of other types of victims





Changes over time?Changes over time?Changes over time?Changes over time?

Compared early time period (1974Compared early time period (1974--1983) to more1983) to moreCompared early time period (1974Compared early time period (1974 1983) to more 1983) to more 
recent time periods (1984recent time periods (1984--1996 and 19971996 and 1997--2002) 2002) 
and found that:and found that:and found that:and found that:

In recent years, intimate partner killers were…In recent years, intimate partner killers were…
M lik l b f d il i lM lik l b f d il i lMore likely to be found guilty at trial;More likely to be found guilty at trial;
More likely to be convicted overall;More likely to be convicted overall;
Equally likely to be convicted of murderEqually likely to be convicted of murder

compared to killers of other types of victimscompared to killers of other types of victims…compared to killers of other types of victims…compared to killers of other types of victims





Challenge/Solution #1: Challenge/Solution #1: 
T i & h ll hT i & h ll hTo recognize stereotypes & challenge themTo recognize stereotypes & challenge them

QuestionQuestion:: AreAre persistentpersistent stereotypesstereotypes aboutaboutQuestionQuestion:: AreAre persistentpersistent stereotypesstereotypes aboutabout
intimacyintimacy andand violenceviolence valid?valid?

StereotypeStereotype:: IntimateIntimate partnerpartner homicideshomicides areareStereotypeStereotype:: IntimateIntimate partnerpartner homicideshomicides areare
typicallytypically spontaneousspontaneous ‘crimes‘crimes ofof passion’passion’

V lid?V lid? IfIf bb ii ldld llValid?Valid? IfIf aboveabove isis true,true, oneone wouldwould expectexpect lessless
evidenceevidence ofof premeditationpremeditation and/intentand/intent inin casescases

ff i ii i h i idh i id hh ii hhofof intimateintimate partnerpartner homicidehomicide thanthan inin otherother
typestypes ofof homicidehomicide..



Crimes of passion?Crimes of passion?Crimes of passion?Crimes of passion?

DataData: 54 cases IPH & 54 cases non: 54 cases IPH & 54 cases non--IPH matchedIPH matchedDataData: 54 cases IPH & 54 cases non: 54 cases IPH & 54 cases non--IPH matched IPH matched 
according to legal criteria and examined for according to legal criteria and examined for 
evidence of premeditation/intentevidence of premeditation/intentevidence of premeditation/intent.evidence of premeditation/intent.

Some examples of indicators usedSome examples of indicators used: : 
A d h d i h i idA d h d i h i idAccused purchased gun prior to homicideAccused purchased gun prior to homicide
Accused followed/laid in wait for victimAccused followed/laid in wait for victim
Accused abducted/lured victim to location Accused abducted/lured victim to location 
where homicide occurredwhere homicide occurred



Results: Crimes of passion?Results: Crimes of passion?Results: Crimes of passion?Results: Crimes of passion?

Evidence of premeditation or intent inEvidence of premeditation or intent in::Evidence of premeditation or intent inEvidence of premeditation or intent in::
41% of intimate partner homicides (22/54)41% of intimate partner homicides (22/54)
31% f31% f i i h i id (1 / 4)i i h i id (1 / 4)31% of non31% of non--intimate partner homicides (17/54)intimate partner homicides (17/54)

Impact on sentences:Impact on sentences:
Intimate partner killers received shorter  Intimate partner killers received shorter  
sentences in 44% of cases & similar sentences sentences in 44% of cases & similar sentences 
in 32% of cases compared to the other killers.in 32% of cases compared to the other killers.



Challenge/Solution #2:Challenge/Solution #2:
A i iA i i 3C3CAchieving theAchieving the 3Cs3Cs

A need for increased levels ofA need for increased levels of communicationcommunicationA need for increased levels of A need for increased levels of communication, communication, 
cooperation & collaborationcooperation & collaboration::

Among criminal justice actors & communityAmong criminal justice actors & community--
b d ib d ibased services…based services…
…the case of risk assessment and the 3Cs.…the case of risk assessment and the 3Cs.



Challenge/Solution #2:Challenge/Solution #2:
A i iA i i 3C3CAchieving theAchieving the 3Cs3Cs

Among governments & academics/researchersAmong governments & academics/researchersAmong governments & academics/researchersAmong governments & academics/researchers

C di Ob h i SC di Ob h i S-- Canadian Observatory on the Justice System Canadian Observatory on the Justice System 
Response to Intimate Partner ViolenceResponse to Intimate Partner Violence
[e.g. [e.g. www.unb/observwww.unb/observ]]



Thank you!Thank you!

mdawson@uoguelph.camdawson@uoguelph.ca


