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Drugs policy timeline

• 1999 – Ministerial Council on Drug Strategy developed the IDDI framework for PDDI and 
intermediate court diversion

• 1999 – First drug court established in NSW

• 2000 – First IDDI intermediate court established in Vic, NSW and WA

• 2000 – First IDDI police drug diversion schemes implemented in NSW, WA, Tasmania 
(although many developed from pre-existing programs)

• 2000 – Drug courts established in QLD, WA, SA

• 2002 – Drug court established in Vic

• 2003-2009 – continuation and permanent implementation of many programs



Research questions:

• What did the landscape look like when the bulk of the policy work was 
being undertaken?

• Is the situation different today?

• What has changed and by how much?

• How can DUMA data help to inform policy and practice?

• What more information is needed to improve targeting and service 
delivery?



Drug Use Monitoring in Australia (DUMA)

• Self-report survey of police detainees in 8 locations across Australia

• Voluntary urinalysis – identifying very recent (past 48 hour) drug use

• Conducted quarterly

• Been in operation since 1999

• 2008 was the 10th year of data collection



This presentation...

• Focuses on trend data from the four original DUMA sites only (NSW, 
WA and QLD)

• Is for adult detainees only

• Yearly estimates are aggregate quarterly data



Source: AIC, Drug Use Monitoring in Australia (DUMA [Computer File]
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Figure 2: Heroin user groups, by year (%)
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Exploring new and emerging issues with addenda

1. Addenda – additional topic-specific questions relevant to policy or broader 
information needs

2. Examples of past addenda:

– Stolen goods

– Family violence

– Drug initiation and desistence

– Cannabis and amphetamines 

– Motives for offending



Accessing DUMA data...

3. Online DUMA tool

2. Drugs and 
crime  statistics

1. AIC publications



Online DUMA tool
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