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 Peak non-government not-for profit organisation 

involved in injury prevention and community 
safety promotion in Western Australia

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Injury Control Council of WA is the peak not-for-profit, non-government organisation involved in injury prevention and community safety promotion in WA.

Our business does not duplicate existing activities in WA and we work in partnership with individuals and organisations at both state and national levels to facilitate injury reduction and promote safety.





Program Areas
 Alcohol
 Suicide Prevention 
 Seniors Falls Prevention
 Injury Prevention Professional Development
 Mall Walking Groups
 Safe Communities
 Community Violence
 Road Safety
 Young People

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Program areas are listed.

ICCWA can be contacted for more in depth information about our program areas.







South West WA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Through our suicide prevention work in the south west, ICCWA ran a community forum in 2009 - “Working together to prevent community violence”.  It came out very strongly that young people in the Bunbury region were very anxious and uncomfortable to socialise in public due to abuse or violence.  Further consultation with key youth stakeholders in Bunbury also identified the value for stakeholders to be able to hear young people’s opinions on community safety first hand at an interactive forum. 

Bunbury is located 175 kilometres south of Perth and is the principal commercial, industrial, transport and service hub for the south west of Western Australia. It is the largest City outside the Greater Perth Metro Area.
In terms of population, Bunbury has the highest number of young people in the South West (6017), followed by Busselton (4230) and then Harvey (3848)
in 2006 the South West had a higher percentage of children aged 0-14 years of age compared with the rest of the State and 20% of Bunbury’s population is aged 15 - 25

Higher number of early school leavers when compared to the state average 12.1% vs. 10.5%





Why Y-Safety?
 A question and answer forum

 Panel of 12 to 25 year olds 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To give young people a voice to express their thoughts and concerns about safety in the community. 

Other reasons – 
Violence is a leading cause of death amongst 15-44 year olds.
Young people identify personal safety as a significant concern. (Mission Australia 2008).  
28% of 10 -14 year olds were actively concerned that they could be hurt by an adult and 57% were worried about being bullied (Aust Childhood Foundation Survey in Tucci, Mitchell & Goddard 2008).  
Young people are more likely to underestimate the level of risk of violence to themselves (Australian Bureau of Statistics 2003). 








Y – Safety - Aims & Objectives

• Bring stakeholders and young people 
together

• Equal partners
• Understand young people’s 

perspectives

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the main aims was to provide the opportunity for community safety stakeholders and decision makers to be able to gather together with young people and talk face to face with each other about young people’s issues when it comes to safety.
The other main aim was to get stakeholders to recognise young people as stakeholders and equal partners in the process of community change and capacity building.
To provide opportunities for community safety stakeholders to engage directly with young people to improve their understanding of young people’s perceptions and community safety priorities.

To provide opportunities for young people to personally present their unique community safety perspectives to community stakeholders in the local area.

To recognise young people as equal partners in the process of community change and capacity building.

To allow stakeholders to hear first hand what local young people’s actual versus perceived needs really are and therefore inform the development and implementation of more targeted services for young people in Bunbury.

To increase community understanding around the variety of community safety issues concerning young people living in Bunbury
To provide young people (12-25 year olds) with creative opportunities to voice their opinions of important community safety issues, and experience a sense of community belonging and value

To allow community safety stakeholders to ask questions and engage in discussions with young people, regarding young people’s priority safety concerns and ideas for improving community safety for all community members

To emphasise the importance of community consultation when developing new policies and implementing strategies to improve community safety for young people and all community members

To provide opportunities for community interaction between different age groups and recognise the importance of working collaboratively together to achieve a common goal – safety and well-being for all community members

Enhancing the safety and perceptions of safety of young people in their communities will also significantly improve their mental and emotional well-being through a greater sense of community value





Y - Safety

The how and what.



Y - Safety
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We wanted to provide the opportunity for stakeholders and young people to come together and talk about safety.  
Recruitment – partner agencies to identify as diverse as possible young people for the panel and groups
We engaged a facilitator through one of our partner agencies – St John of God Bunbury – Melody Birrell. 
Mel has done a lot of work with yp and we were very fortunate to have someone like her involved who could connect really well with young people.
Mel spent about 30 hours with 5 main groups of young people, meeting regularly, discussing the issues and helping the groups develop how they wanted to present their information to stakeholders at the forum. 

Moving house – one girl had moved about 26 times in the last 3 months
Misdiagnosis was a common issue
Brother and sister from South Africa

On the day panel of 14 young people aged 12 to 25 years of age presented to a group of about 50 community stakeholders including local politicians, Local Government reps, State and Commonwealth govt reps, local high schools, youth agencies, police, land developers.






Y - Safety
Age groups

1. 12 – 14 years
2. 15 – 18 years
3. 18 – 21 years
4. 22 – 25 years
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Four age groups were decided upon. 
The 15-17 year olds group also included a number of Indigenous yp (7), findings were similar across the demographic
The groups were asked to identify safe and unsafe places in their community, prioritise top five issues for them and then discuss ways to overcome the barriers to these issues.
The groups nominated spokespeople, not all of them could attend.  The groups chose a few different ways present their views to the  audience on the day.   All of the groups chose a piece of music to introduce themselves on the day.  E.g. Family Portrait by Pink (18 – 21 yr old gp) Crazy by Simple Plan (12-14 yr old)
The 15-18 year old group also began with a role play of psychiatrist and patient. 

All groups also used powerpoint slides to get their specific information across.

At the end of each group presentation, questions were invited from the audience of stakeholders. 




Y - Safety
Safe places identified included:
• Home
• School
• Beach
• Sport
• Cinemas
• Friends’ houses
• Local gigs
• Other public recreational areas
• Library

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For marginalised young people there was a common pattern of feeling safe in locations where people go for a common purpose, or groups or places where people have things in common, as this avoids potential for exclusion and rejection. More specifically, young people who have grown up on the streets found comfort with spending time with young people who were in the same or similar situation. Panel members who were homeless also reported that even though some people perceived some places to be unsafe (such as the old St John of God Hospital site), there are people there that they can relate to due to their similar circumstances. 



Y - Safety
Least safe places:
• CBD Bus station
• Subway at Centrepoint
• CBD skatepark
• Anywhere on the streets in Bunbury
• Occasionally their own home
• School system
• Events
• Shopping centre

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For marginalised young people there was a common pattern of feeling safe in locations where people go for a common purpose, or groups or places where people have things in common, as this avoids potential for exclusion and rejection. 

More specifically, young people who have grown up on the streets found comfort with spending time with young people who were in the same or similar situation. 

Panel members who were homeless also reported that even though some people perceived some places to be unsafe (such as the old St John of God Hospital site), there are people there that they can relate to due to their similar circumstances. 

Additional spaces were identified by the 18-25 year old age group.  Bunbury City Centre was specifically identified as a place with considerably high risk and an unsafe environment. 

EXIT nightclub/town in general: People looking for fights; verbal aggression; unprovoked violence; Walking in unlit streets or unfamiliar places



Y - Safety



Y - Safety
5 common issues:

1. Alcohol and other drugs

2. Mental health

3. Violence and abuse

4. Safe public places

5. Sexual Health and /or identity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rather than going through each group’s individual findings, I’ve pulled out the common themes and ranked them according to the groups.   and highlight any age specific ones. Across all groups and in rank order
Alcohol and other drugs (all groups – number 1 for 18-21 and 22-25)

Mental health (groups 2, 3, 4 – number 2 for upper age groups)

Violence and abuse (groups 1, 3, 4)
Safe public places (groups 1, 3, 4)
Sexual Health and/or identity (2, 3, 4)
Other things that were mentioned by the individual age groups were negative media stereotyping (12-14), safe public places to socialise and road safety (22-25 yr olds), finding and accessing services.

In terms of access to services and youth specific facilities, YP also reported wanting reasonably regular structured activities as well as unstructured drop in activities.   

Also talked about the importance of face to face contact rather than researching issues on web sites.




Y - Safety



Reducing the barriers 

• Access and awareness of services
• Build better relationships with services
• Face to face services rather than web based, 

focus on mentoring programs
• Street press for young people  
• One stop shop concept 
• Centrally located youth space
• Young people involved in the development and 

design of youth spaces and services

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Young people expressed a hope that a key outcome of hosting this seminar may be seen as reducing the anxiety of young people in Bunbury and eventually reducing the perception of the public feeling unsafe, due to abuse or violence. 

Establish reliable places with trustworthy people with relevant information and service relationships.

Better advertising of mental health services both in mainstream press and other press and in sections of the paper where young people will look e.g. at the job section




Y - Safety
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As mentioned before there was strong discussion around the need face to face services rather than web based. 

Focus on mentoring programs

Street press developed by young people advertising local services, local courses in e.g journalism, create a culture  allow opportunities for yp to be involved e.g. cartooning in the paper

One stop shop concept – headspace type service – where GP services are collocated with counselling, and phlebotomy services etc
Centrally located youth space, more involvement for yp in development of design of youth spaces 




Y - Safety

Outcomes
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As a whole, the forum exceeded expectations for key stakeholders with 72% strongly agreeing that they would attend another forum similarly structured to the Y Safety forum. 

Strategies put forward by the young people were the most valuable aspects for stakeholders
Government and local government sectors had the highest overall attendance which is a positive indicator for being able to target policy change. Overall, in these sectors, 87% of organisations work directly with young people. 

Better partnerships formed across the board between different services and between services and young people
 
Application for Bunbury to become a headspace site with the announcement for the South West expected in July this year 



Y - Safety

The last word



Y - Safety

Questions



Funding Partners
 SJOG Healthcare and Community Drug Service Team
 Mission Australia 
 Department of Health
 Member for Forrest – Nola Marino
 Shire of Capel
 City of Bunbury
 Uniting Care West
 South West Vetlink
 Department of Education 
 WA Police (Bunbury)
 Office for Youth 
 Simcoa Operations Pty Ltd
 Cristal Global – Millenium Inorganic Chemicals
 South West Personnel

 Cafez

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SJOG Healthcare and Community Drug Service Team – supporting, underwriting and providing the facilitator role.
Assistance to promote the event and recruit participants was provided by Mission Australia, WA Community Health South West - Health Promotion and Mental Health, Nola Marino’s office, Shire of Capel, City of Bunbury, Uniting Care West – True Colours, South West Vetlink.
Meeting venue, printing photocopying and admin support. Nola Marino and City of Bunbury.
In-kind support from ICCWA: ICCWA also coordinating application for funding and grant opportunities.
Financial support or support for provision of services, venue or other planning from Department of Education, Department of Health, City of Bunbury and Shire of Capel. 
Working Party Members were from DOH – WACHS-SW, City Of Bunbury, Nola Marino Member for Forrest, Uniting Care West, Bunbury Police, Community Drug Service Team, Office for Youth and ICCWA.
 
Additional sponsorship was received from the following generous businesses:
Simcoa Operations Pty Ltd					   Vat 2
Cristal Global – Millenium Inorganic Chemicals		   Vineyard Auditorium
South West Personnel
Cafez
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




Contact us
Mary Ashe
Injury Control Council of Western Australia
City West Lotteries House
2 Delhi St
West Perth WA 6005
(08) 9420 7212
iccwa@iccwa.org.au
www.iccwa.org.au

Full Y-Safety report: http://www.iccwa.org.au/youth/y-safety/
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Sincere thanks to the Western Australian Drug and Alcohol Office, WA Police and Blake Gordon for their input and guidance in adapting this package.
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