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Aim of the project

* Project funded by CRC and NT Department of
Justice

« Examine youth gangs in a remote community

* Provide evidence base for negative and positive
effects of gang membership

« Develop diversions based on what youth and
community members want



Wadeye geography and demographics
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North-west NT
Region

320 k south-west of
Darwin

Main town Wadeye

Service population
2,500 (Taylor 2010)

Region covers 3450
sg kms

Black soil plains,
hills, wet-lands,
beaches
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Socilety

9 language groups - main language spoken is
Murin-patha

« English is the second or third language for most
community members

« 20 clan groups
* 62 extended families
« Clan estates cover over 3,000 sq kms



Gangs in Wadeye:
Media portrayval of the situation

BY PAUL TOOHEY

IKE MANY PORT KEATS WON 3
Margaret Rose Perdjert wears a rosary
atall times. It is both a symbol of faith
and a hangover of times she knew
as a girl when the Catholic Church
npted to liquefy one of
ior-like cultures. Now ju
handful of elderly nuns maintain a skeleton
outpost in the coastal community, witnesses
to their own descent into irrelevance.
The Port Keats rior culture is being
reclaimed by its young men. Those white
Australians who nurse guilt for the destruc-
tion of Aboriginal cultures might normally
celebrate such a rewinding of the clock were
it not for the disconcerting manner in which
young men are going about it. The
traditional short throwing spears, once used
in carefully controlled dispute-resolution
sions, have been traded for cut-down star
pickets and unrestrained brawling. The new
s call t sel ome 10
gangs, including the S
Priest and the Cowboy
spooked the older Port Ke
black and white, into helple

Perdjert, 41, member of the clan
group that can rightfully claim to be the
traditional owners of Port Keats, or Wad-
eye, 350km south-west of Darwin. For five
months every year the wet season sets in,
10 creek and river crossings conspire to cut
the town off from all but light-aircraft pilots
and barge captains. Yet for Perdjert and some
50 others in her wider family, there is no way

rom Hell, have
ats Christians,
ilence.

HEAVEN AND HELL Port Keats from the air -
as close as many locals dare to go

\NIT'S NOT SAFE

IN PORT KEATS.
PEOPLE CARRY AXES,
MACHETES, HAMMERS,

STAR PICKETS FF
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GANGSTERS’
PARADISE

Port Keats, the Northern Territory’s biggest Aboriginal community, is a town on
a path of self-destruction, a town whose inhabitants are fleeing as gangs using
violent heavy metal music as their anthems engage openly in tribal warfare.

in to Port Keats. They live as exiles in a few
overcrowded houses in the back streets of
Wyndham, far northern We
gangsters meticulou:
homes in Port Keats, burning c
destroying all personal belongings. T’
the; e too afraid to go back.

ince October 2002, gangster-related vio-
lence has seen about 600 people flee Port Keats.
Many have failed to return home, fearing
they will be hunted out and bashed, or worse.
They are hiding at Kununurra, Timber Creek,
Peppimenarti, Daly River and Darwi i

to tide them over until normali
tured town. Some of th

a)
ak outlook, living rough on the streets by
amping in the bushes by night. “Better
to sleep with the snakes than sleep in Port
< one of the exiles, who has made
ar the airport.
people claim to

have had a pre-missionary
the Virgin made the Ca y
asier. A murderous witchdoctor, Mollingin,
changed his killing w s after rec
i from a giant lady in long
flowing robes. At the place where she was
said to have hove 1, just south of the town,
Port K women still make pilgrimages to
a shrine where the black sands are said to
hold miraculous healing qualities.

But the Port Keats people were too strong
to fully succumb to the church. Autonomous
forces survived and, over the past 20 years,
gangs have come to steer the undercurrent of
life in the town. “They never sleep,” Perdjert

T —
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“A town on the path of
self-destruction”

“Gang violence plagues
Wadeye” (ABC News,
2008)



Media

“Hate stalks a
community where
gangs rule the

t roost” (The Age,

| 2006)

“Not the Third World, just Australia's first war zone”
(Sydney Morning Herald, 2006)



Youth gang characteristics

Distinct territories
Solidarity as a group
Some criminal activity
Gang names

— Judas Priest

— Evil Warriors

- BigT

— Bad Boys

— Cowboys from Hell
— Kylie Girls

— Tina Turner Girls




Juvenile Pre-Court Diversion

Juvenile apprehensions 2001 to 2011

« Total 613 apprehensions
* 94 percent males
« 79 percent 15-17 years of age
« Offence
— Unlawful entry — 56 percent
— Against person 8 percent
* 64 percent apprehensions - diversion denied by police
» Of the diversions 49 percent family conference
» Re-offending — 54 percent



Methodology

e Survey of young gang members in the community
* Prisoner interviews



Survey results: gang participation

« Total 133 respondents
« 30 clans represented
* 44 (33%)in a gang
— 71% male
— 59% under 18 years of age

— 94% gangs important to members because
family and friends



Gang member characteristics

Risk for cohortina | Confidence interval Sign.
gang=YES/NO 95%
n=133
Demographics
Male/Female 2.28 1.32t0 3.94 <.01
Age <=18yrs/18yrs+ 1.15 7210 1.91 ns
Substance usepersonal

Use tobacco (Yes) 1.22 .71t0 1.8 ns
Use gunja 2.35 1.24to04.44 <.01
Use grog 1.56 .70 to 3.49 ns

Substance useothers
Worry grog (Yes) .86 41 to 1.84 ns
Worry gunja .80 .40 to 1.59 ns

Violence/personal safety
Worry family fight (Yes) 1.00 .84 10 1.20 ns
Worry bullying 1.44 .92 to 2.27 ns
Been beaten up 1.30 .69 to0 2.46 ns
Been threatened 3.37 1.76 to 6.47 <.001
Considered self harm .90 .44 to 1.83 ns
Criminal activity

Been arrested (Yes) 1.93 .94 to 3.95 <.05
In police cells 3.90 1.42t0 10.71 <.01
In court 3.86 1.40 to 10.58 <.01




Gangs: support and respect for others

Gang members (n=45) | Non-gang members p
N % N %
Values- most important people
Family first most 34 82.9 62 75.6 ns
important
Friends first most 2 6.3 15 25.9 ns (.06)
important
Advice and support
Advice from parents 39 86.7 68 77.3 ns
Advice from friends 38 84.4 45 51.1 <.001
Advice from relatives 30 66.7 59 67.0 ns
Advice fromelders 14 31.1 26 29.5 ns
Admiration and respect for authority
Respect parents Only one respondent did not respect their parents
(nongang member)
Respect elders Only 3 respondents did not respect elders
(2 were gang members)
Respect gang leaders 28 66.7 12 14.5 <.001
Respect police 18 41.9 24 28.2 ns
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Prisoner interviews &nknzies
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...with cousin brothers in Metallica Boys. A family gang. They my family.
Full blood..... 40-50 people — all cousin brothers..... Didn’t want to join gang
but had to, not made to but had to.

[Gangs are] not gangs but tribes. If you’re born into it you have to be in a
gang due to the old tribal stuff. Gang leader means doing ceremony. Not
gang but tribe — just described as gangs. Tribes means culture means go
through law and ceremony. Lot going on. Evil Warriors and Judas Priest
[family based gangs] started about in the 1980s. Each has the same
language group.”

but .... New gangs don’t work like old gangs. New gangs not necessarily
through ceremony and culture.

Some gangs — young guys in gangs go to ceremony but some don’t. Too
much sniffing petrol, bong, gunja, spray paint, steal women — haven’t
followed ceremony so in gangs.

Young people don’t have culture. Go to Don Dale. Run away from
ceremony — don’t want to do ceremony

Born or marry into Evil Warriors. Law and culture govern groups. But
young people here [prison], hiding place, cause broke culture and law —
coming back to prison all the time cause hiding

Years lost in prison. When ceremony due, they start trouble to avoid
ceremony. Prison hiding place. Don’t wanna know about tribal law. But
feel weak when miss family in here.



How to approach diversion

Got to keep them busy; footy only sport; need work —
housing, road works, night patrol, ranger — plenty of work if
you want it. Basketball and baseball for women. Need
programs to help youth. Lots of domestic violence, gunja,
sniffing, can, petrol, fighting, angry — need anger
management—relatlonal problems, grog.

Try to talk one to one; program to talk to elders, gang
members need work, young kids go back to school. ....
culture and respect together .. Talk to group of young
Kids, my family, about prison and how bad it is. Get ideas
from prison.

People want me to keep playing music .... | think music can
change things- cross territories. Band travels around all
territories of Wadeye — breaks boundaries.

Hunting and culture, stop gangs, get a job — plenty of jobs,
education, keep kids in school eg his son, learn to read and
write English,.

[When | get out] I'm gonna say bad stuff about prison to get
Kids to [change their views] and get them off their back.



Conclusion

Gangs are family and friends
Gangs provide both risk and protective factors

Gangs are different for different age groups —
conflict between traditional and new
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A final local comment

Tobias Nganbe - Principal Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Thamarrurr Catholic School on the project and outcomes
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