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Preface

The contents of this report are a product
of the Violence Against Women
Indicators Project (VAWIP). Based at the
Australian Institute of Criminology, the
main aim of the Project was to coordinate
data on the criminal justice response to
violence against women in order to
enhance decision making and policy
formulation at a national level. A system
of national and consistent data collection
has been called for on numerous
occasions, but so far there has been no
national effort to meet the need for such
data on violence against women.

The first step towards coordination
involved the identification of data
collections with information on violence
against women, particularly information
which related to legal responses and the
criminal justice system. As interest lay
with national data, large collections
received the most attention, as did those
which hold information from all
jurisdictions. Data sets were analysed to
assess the nature of the information
contained within them, and to establish
the major obstacles that prevent or
inhibit the comparison and coordination
of data.

Another important and related
preliminary task was to review the
research undertaken in Australia on
violence against women. The objective
of the review was to summarise the
scope of previous studies in terms of
both subject matter and methodology.
The review was also designed to indicate
priority areas for data analysis and for
research to supplement statistical data.

An underlying reason behind both
these tasks¥sthe review of data
availability and previous research¥ was
to develop recommendations specific to
the need for national data and which,
more generally, indicate ways of
increasing our understanding of violence

against women and our knowledge of
legal responses to the violence.

This report, therefore, presents the
findings of VAWIP in relation to key
research and data issues. It identifies
gaps in research and data and outlines
the next steps required to further the
twin goals of obtaining a national
perspective on violence against women
and improving the legal response to
violence against women. These are
listed systematically in Chapter 3 (pp.
39-40). Appendix IV (p. 63) lists the key
areas in relation to violence against
women which require the development
of indicators.

Many of the tasks associated with
the next steps were going to be
undertaken by VAWIP in its second year
of operation. However, funding for the
project ceased.

Adam Graycar
Director,
Australian Institute of Criminology

January 1997





