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Foreword

Through its National Homicide Monitoring Program, the Australian Institute
of Criminology has collected data on every homicide in Australia since 1989,
including incident, victim, offender, and victim–offender characteristics. This
unique data set makes it possible for the Institute to conduct in-depth
analyses of various aspects of homicide.

This report focuses on an extensive examination of a decade of homicide in
Australia. It provides a statistical overview of the four essential components
of homicide—incident, victim, offender, and victim–offender relationships,
and it examines the occurrence of homicide in the course of other crime, as
well as mass and serial murder. The report then proceeds to examine in
depth some of the homicidal encounters experienced in Australia. This
includes homicide between intimate partners, women and children who kill,
and children and the elderly as victims of homicide. Throughout the
substantive chapters, case narratives are included which further assist our
understanding of the different subsets of homicide in Australia.

The rate of homicide victimisation has remained relatively stable during the
ten years under review. Males accounted for over 60 per cent of victims and
over 80 per cent of offenders. On the other hand, females were more likely to
be become victims of homicide (37% of victims) than actually perpetrate
lethal violence (13% of offenders). The rate of firearm-related homicide has
also exhibited a declining trend in recent years.

This report is a significant contribution to the literature on homicide, and
compares favourably with such works as the Canadian study of homicide
“Deadly Deeds” by Silverman and Kennedy (1993) and the analysis
undertaken by Wallace (1986) “Homicide: The Social Reality” in dealing with
homicide in New South Wales.

Adam Graycar

June 2000

Director, Australian Institute of Criminology
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