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Foreword

Australia in the mid-1990s. Stalking has been defined in some jurisdictions
as repeated acts intended by offenders to cause fear and apprehension,
while in other jurisdictions stalking is interpreted as repeated acts which are
experienced by victims as fearful or apprehensive.

However, defining stalking is not a simple exercise. Usually, criminality is a
breach of some normative convention. However, in the case of stalking, the
behaviour causing concern is typically not so much a breach of the
normative conventions as often an undue amplification or emphasising of
normative conformity.

Previous research on stalking has developed primarily out of a psychiatric
framework, with a second research orientation focusing on specific aspects
of the law and a third research orientation focusing on the incidence rates of
stalking victimisation across the community.

To date, however, there has been very little research examining the outcome
of anti-stalking legislation, specifically in terms of police and court data.
Accordingly, this report aims to address this void in stalking research, by
focusing on the legislation introduced in Australia in the mid-1990s and on
the subsequent trends in reporting and prosecuting stalking since this
legislation was introduced.

Adam Graycar
Director, Australian Institute of Criminology
December 2000



Acknowledgments

Vi

This report was funded by the Criminology Research Council. While the
views expressed in this document are solely those of the author, sincere
thanks go to the Criminology Research Council for supporting and
encouraging this work.

The author would also like to gratefully acknowledge the editorial and
intellectual input provided by Misty Cook, Peter Grabosky, Adam Graycar,
Santina Perrone and Gregor Urbas. The provision of data and advice from
all of the jurisdictions’ police and courts institutions is also much
appreciated.



