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In the past many programs designed for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities have failed because 
they lacked an understanding and respect of local culture 
and tradition.  They have not recognised the unique needs 
and ways of doing things in each community. 
This handbook and the associated video, however, adopt a 
positive approach and give practical direction for crime 
prevention by reinforcing Aboriginal customs and ways, 
thereby enabling Aboriginal people and Torres Strait 
islanders to strengthen their communities. 
 
 
 
Duncan Chappell 
Director



 

The sources of the T-shirt and posters at the end of this 
book are as follows: 
 
This T-shirt was part of a national Aboriginal health 
promotion campaign for ‘Koorie Drug Free Day’ held a 
Wilcannia, New South Wales, on 26 January 1989. 
 
Drink Safe, Health Department of Western Australia 
 
Produced by Aboriginal and Islander People of Australia as 
part of the Drug Offensive. 
 
Smoking and Health Project, February 1985, Health 
Department of Western Australia. 
 
Smoking and Health Project, July 1988, Health Department of 
Western Australia. 
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NB: This handbook is written in the first 
person to emphasise community ownership and 
direct participation in the program. It is 
designed to be read aloud and to stimulate 
discussion within community groups. 
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There is a longing in the heart of our 
people to reach out and grasp our future. 
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We need a real vision of our future. We 
need to know where we are going, and what 
our hopes are for our children and for our 
children's children. 
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By removing the desire of individuals to 
commit crime, crime will be prevented. 
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By removing the ability of individuals to 
commit crime, crime will be prevented. 
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By removing the opportunity of individuals 
to commit crime, crime will be prevented. 
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The community, itself, can be the most 
powerful source for personal growth. 
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We need to think about changing the 
emotional and spiritual environment in 
which poor health and crime arises, and in 
promoting an environment in which a 
balanced and happier outlook on life is 
encouraged in the people. 
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Prevention is not just about stopping 
something from happening - such as too much 
drinking - its also about making something 
positive happen as well. 
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Each member of our community is unique and 
can offer different thoughts, ideas, 
solutions and talents. 

No-one should be ruled out. 
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If certain agencies or individuals want to 
dominate, welcome their input and 
assistance, but explain to them the 
importance of community ownership of the 
problems, and of community ownership of the 
solutions. 
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Teamwork gives everyone a chance to be 
involved. 
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This is an educative process. Keep going 
back to the community and keep them 
informed. In time more and more people will 
want to give their support. 
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People enjoy feeling needed. Let them know 
that this is their meeting and that 
everyone belongs here. 
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To be effective in crime prevention the 
community must begin to see all crimes as 
wrong. 
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Goals do not need to be lengthy or hard to 
understand. all they need to do is describe 
what we want to do with our program. 

Write down the focus of our program - the 
target crime, and the target group who are 
committing these crimes. 
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Often, by focusing on one area, this can 
cause positive change to other areas at the 
same time. 
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The program that is developed should focus 
on both the crime and the individuals 
committing the crime. 
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Removing the desire of the target group to 
commit the crime requires that the reasons 
why these people want to commit crime be 
examined. 
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Personal development is an ongoing process, 
changes in behaviour will occur as people 
progress along the path to good health and 
wellbeing. 
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Every community has unique qualities and 
should be encouraged to explore its own 
ways for healing. 
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Removing the opportunity to commit the 
crime means that the chance for someone to 
commit a crime is taken away. 
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To be effective in crime prevention, the 
circumstances of the target crime must be 
first identified. 
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Now the solution becomes easier to find. 
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We should not ignore serious and harmful 
crime in our communities. These crimes are 
new things and would never have been 
tolerated in traditional society. 

We all suffer from crime: - the victim, the 
offender and the whole community. 

If we work together there are things which 
we can do about crime now, and for the 
future. 
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Written, audio-visual materials and posters 
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Agencies and government departments 
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These agencies and departments exist to do 
a job. If they are available to work with 
our working group we should consider them 
as one of our resources. 

Word of mouth 
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Attending or organising regional 
conferences on crime prevention, or 
inviting experienced outsiders to our 
community, can be a big help in the early 
stages of our program. 

Brainstorming 
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Solutions which come directly from the 
community are our best guide when planning 
our program. 

New ideas may also be useful. 
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Review the services and resources already 
available in the community and incorporate 
them into the program. 
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Many of us are naturally good at action 
planning, and did not realise that this is 
what we have been doing for years. 
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To divide the work up into smaller steps, 
and to decide who will share the 
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responsibility for achieving these steps, 
will make the program seem easier and 
within our reach. 
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Whenever we look closely at a problem we 
will always find a need. Where there is 
suffering, fear or uncertainty the setting 
up of support groups can be very helpful. 
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After experiencing the benefits of a 
support group some participants become very 
enthusiastic and committed to the group and 
end up helping others like them. 
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Teamworkers should take strength from each 
other, work together and believe in 
themselves. 

Program is not working  
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Focus on our vision. 

People become uninterested 
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If ownership of the program is taken away 
the people will lose interest and not want 
to be involved.  
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Every person is a potential resource and 
each can contribute in a special way to the 
program. 
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Do not overload anyone. Delegate the work 
evenly and get more people to joint the 
working group. 

Working group becomes too powerful 
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No group of people should become more 
important than the community they are a 
part of. 
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This is a community-owned program. 

Let the people own it! 
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What is an evaluation?  
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When should the evaluation be done? 
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Who should do the evaluation? 
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Program description 
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Assess the change  
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It is advisable to review different methods 
at the time of evaluation and then choose 
the method which is best for us. 

Strengths and weaknesses 
$�����������
�
������
�����������
���
��
�����������������
���!�"��
�
�������@�
��	�
��.��	��	���������	�����@����	�����.��	�

����
���!�>���������
�����
������	 ��������������	���
�������!��



42   Crime Prevention for Aboriginal Communities 

 

Do not be ashamed of weaknesses - our 
recognition of them will make us stronger, 
wiser, and more able to cope. 
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No-one is perfect, least of all a 
collection of people. Make evaluation a 
positive learning experience.  

Recommendations 
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If we have reached our goal with our 
program we may want to develop another 
program to address other needs. 
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Community-based crime prevention is just 
one step on the journey towards the vision 
of what our community wants to become. 
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We need to strive towards an understanding 
which combines the ways of our ancestors 
with new tools for our survival and self-
determination. 
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This video was produced as part of a 
community-based crime prevention training 
package for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities by the Australian 
Institute of Criminology. Funding for the 
post production and editing of the video was 
generously provided by the Law Foundation of 
New South Wales. The federal Department of 
Aboriginal Affairs also kindly gave 
permission for the use of some stock footage 
from their program Aboriginal Australia. 
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Local people identify their own problems 
and are responsible for finding their own 
solutions. 
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If we have ownership of programs we have 
control of our own destiny. 

III. New tools 
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IV. The teamwork approach 
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Teamwork improves the confidence and 
experience of working groups, strengthens 
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the community-base, and contributes to the 
personal growth of individuals. 
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V. Action planning 
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Action planning is a special and important 
skill for successful community-based 
programs. 

VI Crime prevention 
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Primary prevention teaches people that 
there is a better way. It promotes personal 
involvement and commitment, and enhances 
self esteem. 

Essentially, primary prevention is local 
people working together to improve their 
communities. 
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