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Indigenous offenders readmitted to prison
Data from a recent study of the reintegration of Indigenous prisoners show that released Indigenous prisoners 
are more likely to be readmitted to prison than non-Indigenous prisoners (Willis & Moore 2008). The study 
analysed data from all Australian jurisdictions on 8,938 prisoners released in a two-year period, all of whom  
had been convicted and imprisoned for a violent offence. Some 35 percent of prisoners in the sample were 
Indigenous. Within two years of release, 55 percent of Indigenous prisoners had been returned to prison, 
compared with 31 percent of non-Indigenous prisoners. As well as returning to prison at a higher rate, 
Indigenous prisoners tended to return sooner. Within six months of release, one-quarter (24%) of Indigenous 
prisoners had been readmitted to prison custody, twice the percentage of non-Indigenous prisoners (12%). 
Within 12 months, two-fifths (39%) of Indigenous prisoners had been readmitted, compared with one-fifth (21%) 
of non-Indigenous prisoners. The relative likelihood that Indigenous prisoners would return to prison, compared 
with non-Indigenous prisoners, varied between individual jurisdictions. In each jurisdiction the basic pattern 
remained the same, with Indigenous prisoners more likely to be readmitted to prison within two years, and  
to be readmitted sooner.

Released prisoners readmitted to prison within six, 12, 18 and 24 months (percent)

0

20

40

60

80

100

Non-IndigenousIndigenous

2418126

Months

24

12

39

21

31

55

27

49

Source: AIC Reintegration of Indigenous prisoners [computer data file]
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