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UNHCR

Refugee Refugee % of all
Country of origin/ population population refugees
nationality end of 1999 end of 2000 worldwide 1997–98 1998–99 1999–2000

Afghanistan 2,585,900 3,567,200 29.4 60 149 1,312

Cambodia 36,800 36,700 0.3 6 6 n/a

PR China 110,200 107,800 0.9 277 588 208

East Timor 162,500 122,200 1.0 n/a n/a n/a

Iraq 617,700 497,400 4.1 148 446 2,454

Lao PDR 21,100 17,200 0.1 n/a n/a n/a

Myanmar 130,000 135,600 1.1 n/a n/a n/a

Sri Lanka 96,300 101,200 0.8 116 79 78

Tibet 20,300 20,900 0.2 n/a n/a n/a

Vietnam 401,000 369,100 3.0 6 13 n/a

Source: UNHCR (2001, Table 5); DIMA (1999b, pp. 5, 6, 18; 1999a, pp. 69, 70, 75; 2001a, p. 93)

n/a = not available

DIMA: unauthorised arrivals
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1998–99 1999–2000

Age on arrival Number % Number %

under 20 237 8 465 8

20–34 1,821 60 3,427 59

34–49 869 29 1,722 29

50–64 91 3 181 3

65 and over 14 0.04 30 1

Source: DIMA (1999a, pp. 15, 69; 2001a, pp. 16, 94)
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Note: Map not drawn to scale.
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1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

No. of immigration-related investigations 39,879 36,244 n/a n/a n/a n/a

Illegal immigration 6,372 6,711 n/a n/a n/a n/a

Vietnamese illegal immigrants n/a 1,161 577 474 293 170

No. of prosecutions instituted n/a 22,577 25,970 26,912 23,632 23,929

Illegal immigrants apprehended and repatriated n/a 19,584 15,925 13,262 9,592 8,896

Passengers refused permission to land 9,534 9,935 n/a n/a n/a n/a

by land 1,558 2,225 n/a n/a n/a n/a

by sea 1,778 2,578 n/a n/a n/a n/a

by air 6,168 5,132 n/a n/a n/a n/a

Illegal immigrants from mainland China* 23,132 15,010 14,892 n/a n/a n/a

* Figures are for 1996–97, 1997–98 and 1998–99 respectively.

n/a = not available

Source: Hong Kong Immigration Department (1998, 1999, 2000, 2002); Migration News (2000f)
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1989– 1990– 1991– 1992– 1993– 1994– 1995– 1996– 1997– 1998– 1999– 2000–
90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000 01

Boat arrivals 243 172 81 198 200 1,089 591 365 157 926 4,175 4,141

Air arrivals n/a n/a 529 452 409 485 669 1,347 1,550 2,106 1,695 1,508

Total n/a n/a 610 650 606 1,574 1,260 1,712 1,707 3,032 5,870 5,649

Source: Prime Minister’s Coastal Surveillance Task Force (1999, attachment B-1); DIMA (1999a, p. 69; 2001a, p. 93; 2001b)

n/a = not available
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1989– 1990– 1991– 1992– 1993– 1994– 1995– 1996– 1997– 1998– 1999– 2000–
90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 2000 01

No. of boats 3 5 3 4 6 21 14 13 13 42 75 54

No. of people 224 158 78 194 194 1,071 589 365 157 920 4,174 4,141

Max. no. on board 119 77 56 113 58 118 86 139 30 112 353 231

Source: DIMA 2001c
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Landing site 1998–99 1999–2000

Ashmore Islands 17 49

Western Australia 11 15

Queensland 3 0

Torres Strait 4 0

Christmas Island 3 10

New South Wales 3 0

Darwin 1 1

Total 42 75

Source: DIMA 2001a, p. 100
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