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1998–2000; Victoria Police 1998–2000; Western Australia Police Service 1998–2000; New Zealand Police 1998–2000.
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������� 	�
������
������������
���������������

Notes: 1 Number of sentenced prisoners in Australia whose most serious offence was fraud and misappropriation, 1998–2000

2 Number of New Zealand defendants convicted of fraud and given custodial sentence, 1998–2000

Sources: 1 ABS 1999, Table 6, p. 23; ABS 2000, Table 6, p. 23; ABS 2001, Table 11, p. 15

2 Derived from New Zealand Ministry of Justice 2001 (figures given were obtained by combination of Tables 3.18 and 3.19,

page 50—number of convicted cases involving fraud, times percentage resulting in a custodial sentence).

!������	 "������������������#
����������������$�����
�
��
�
��������������������������
����$��������
��
���������

Case type 1997–98 1998–99 1999–00

Fraud Number 360 308 312
$’000 125,970  104,410 207,269

Corporate, bankruptcy, intellectual Number 83 87 53
property $’000 4,807  7,756 14,298

Computer/telecommunications Number 163 250 69
$’000 229  3,215 1,101

Money laundering (Financial Number 384 275 410
Transaction Reports Act 1988) $’000 101,578 70,751 60,358

Counterfeiting currency Number 180 146 95
$’000 13,446  903 2,373

Environmental Number 5 2 4
$’000 – – –

Other Number 47 28 –
$’000 40,837 84 –

Total Number 1,222 1,069 943
$’000 286,868  187,012  285,399

Source: AFP 1998–2000
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Internal 1,310 1,220 352 348 1,039 9,289

External 5,775 5,257 3,510 3,702 152,137 136,573
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Source: Australian National Audit Office 2000, p. 29
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Note: The category of convicted persons excludes those accused who were acquitted (7), or in respect of whom charges were dismissed

(7), or a nolle prosequi entered (1), or proceedings stayed (1), or where information concerning the conviction was unavailable (9).

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Jurisdiction

Offence category ACT NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA CTH NZ Total

Obtaining finance/credit by
   deception 9 2 4 3 2 7 2 4 9 42

Cheque fraud 4 5 1 2 3 2 10 2 1 1 31

Dishonestly obtaining government
   benefits 1 1 21 3 26

Investment/trust account fraud 1 4 1 4 4 2 3 2 4 25

Misappropriation of funds in the
   private sector 1 2 4 2 2 3 2 3 1 3 23

Obtaining goods/services by
   deception 2 1 1 1 5 5 15

False accounting 1 2 2 1 3 9

Dishonestly using government funds 3 1 1 3 1 9

Dishonest sale of goods 2 1 2 2 7

Dishonestly obtaining commission
   (excluding share market fraud) 2 1 2 5

Administration of justice offences 2 1 1 4

Insurance fraud 1 1 1 3

Theft of inventory/stock by
   employees 1 1 2

Share market fraud 1 1

Extortion of funds from employees 1 1

Note: Multiple offences occurred in some jurisdictions (n=203).

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Victim category Number of files Percentage

Individual 38 20.2

Non-individual (subtotal 150) 79.8

 Financial services 68 36.2

 Commonwealth public sector 24 12.8

 Retail 11 5.9

 State/territory public sector 6 3.1

 Insurance 6 3.1

 Manufacturing 5 2.7

 NZ public sector 3 1.6

 Wholesale 3 1.6

 Construction 3 1.6

 Telecommunication 3 1.6

 Casino/TAB 2 1.1

 Real estate/property management 2 1.1

 Service 2 1.1

 Primary 2 1.1

 Trading 2 1.1

 Airline 2 1.1

 Technology 1 0.5

 Public utility firm 1 0.5

 Education 1 0.5

 Church 1 0.5

 Legal profession 1 0.5

 Community organisation 1 0.5

Total 188 100.0

Note: N=188 victims. Some files involved multiple victims.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: N=155 files (use of computers), N=154 files (false documentation).

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: Information on use of false identities was available in 152 of the 155 files. Numbers indicated on bars are values (number of files),

not percentages.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: N=54 files

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Total amount Total amount Total amount
Jurisdiction sentenced ($) of restitution ($) of actual loss ($)

ACT 1,621,881 556,402 894,734

NSW 21,289,832 791,404 26,147,717

NT 916,574 38,000 809,418

QLD 12,100,701 409,087 21,078,328

SA 9,587,973 274,871 5,040,417

TAS 2,257,254 664,975 1,193,116

VIC 16,548,264 712,970 7,158,284

WA 23,860,747 571,858 7,083,446

CTH 106,914,474 4,837,294 29,731,639

NZ 65,413,747 4,690,800 44,824,415

All jurisdictions 260,511,447 13,547,661 143,961,514

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]

!�����1	�2������
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Mean amount Mean amount Mean amount
Jurisdiction sentenced ($)  of restitution ($)  of actual loss ($)

ACT 115,849 46,367 63,910

NSW 1,935,439 71,946 2,377,065

NT 101,842 7,600 89,935

QLD 930,823 34,091 1,621,410

SA 737,536 22,906 420,035

TAS 322,465 94,996 170,445

VIC 870,961 37,525 376,752

WA 1,325,597 47,655 416,673

CTH 3,818,374 210,317 1,061,844

NZ 2,973,352 203,948 1,948,888

All jurisdictions 1,691,633 99,615 940,925

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Amount Amount of Amount of
sentenced ($) restitution ($) actual loss ($)

Number of files with information 154 136 153

Mean amount 1,691,632.77 99,615.15 940,924.93

Median amount 399,462.50 n/a 125,633.00

Maximum amount 80,000,000 3,678,600 30,227,700

Note: A median amount of restitution is not shown owing to the large number of cases in which no restitution was ordered.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: 154 files had information on amounts sentenced;136 files had information on amounts of restitution; and 153 files had information

on amounts of actual loss. Numbers indicated on bars are values (number of files), not percentages.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: In some files offenders spent the proceeds of their crimes in multiple ways. Information was available for 167 of the 208 accused

persons.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: Information on age was available for 203 of the 208 accused persons (161 males and 42 females). Age was calculated at the time

the factual decision was made (in the case of those acquitted or where charges were dismissed) or at the time of sentencing (in the

case of those convicted).

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: N=208 accused persons

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Place of birth Number of accused Percentage*

Australia 73 (subtotal) 42.9 (subtotal)

ACT 0 0

NSW 19 11.2

NT 2 1.2

QLD 12 7.1

SA 2 1.2

VIC 14 8.2

WA 6 3.5

TAS 7 4.1

State unspecified 11 6.5

New Zealand 39 (subtotal) 22.9 (subtotal)

Overseas 58 (subtotal) 34.1 (subtotal)

Oceania (excluding Australia & New Zealand) 7 4.1

UK & Ireland 6 3.5

Southern Europe 9 5.3

Western Europe 2 1.2

Northern Europe 1 0.6

Eastern Europe 2 1.2

Former Soviet Union & Baltic States 2 1.2

Middle East & North Africa 2 1.2

Southeast Asia 17 10.0

Northeast Asia 2 1.2

Southern Asia 5 2.9

North America 1 0.6

Africa (excluding North Africa) 2 1.2

Total with information 170 100.0

No information recorded 38

Note: N=208 accused persons. Percentages are out of the total of all accused persons with information on place of birth available

(n=170).

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: Information on education was available for 113 of the 208 accused persons.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: Information on occupation was available for 195 of the 208 accused persons. * Accounting professional includes accountant, tax

agent and investment advisor. ** Accounting clerk includes bank clerk. *** Accounting manager includes bank branch manager.

Numbers on bars are values (number of accused persons) not percentages.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]

��������(	�#�
�����
�������������������8����������
���
�
������������
��

Note: N=208 accused persons

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Employer–employee

(top (middle (lower or non- Business
Period of time  managerial managerial managerial Client– partner/
in position staff) staff) staff) professional agent

6 months or less 2 3 2 2

Over 6 months to 1 year 3 1 1

Over 1 year to 5 years 3 4 5 2

Over 5 years to 10 years 1 2 4

Over 10 years to 15 years 1 3 3

Over15 years to 20 years 1 4

Over 20 years 1 4 1

No information provided 1 4 6 12 2

Total 7 18 21 26 6

Note: N=208 accused persons

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: N=155 files. Due to the presence of multiple victims in some cases, the total percentage exceeds 100. Numbers indicated on bars

are values (number of files), not percentages.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Notes: Information on prior criminal history was available for 185 of the 208 accused persons.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Notes: These categories are not mutually exclusive. Some offenders had a criminal history with offences in multiple categories. Percentage

of offenders is out of the total number of offenders with any criminal offence (that is, 82 accused persons). Numbers indicated on

bars are values (number of accused persons), not percentages.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: N=203. For five persons accused of current fraud offences, information on their age at the time of factual decision/sentencing was

unknown and it was not known if they had any prior criminal history. Total number of accused persons whose prior criminal history is

known is182. Ages vary from 26 to 75 years. The average age is 38 years. Total number of accused whose prior criminal history is

unknown is 21. In this group, ages vary from 26 to 58 years. The average age is 42 years.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: N=155 files

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Number of accused persons in each file

Jurisdiction 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

ACT 13 1 14

NSW 10 1 11

NT 8 1 9

QLD 9 3 1 13

SA 12 1 13

TAS 7 7

VIC 15 3 1 19

WA 16 1 1 18

CTH 24 4 28

NZ 15 3 1 2 1 1 23

Total 129 15 4 3 1 2 0 1 155

Note: N=155 files

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: Information on motivation was available for 148 of the 208 accused persons. Numbers indicated on bars are values (number of

accused persons), not percentages.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: N=31. Numbers indicated on bars are values (number of accused persons), not percentages.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: N=183 convicted offenders. These categories are not mutually exclusive as offenders raised a number of mitigating factors (eight

raised one factor only). * Previous good character includes contribution to community. ** Personal hardship includes traumatic

experiences and family break-up.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: Information on the way in which the incident was detected was available for 145 of the 155 files. Numbers indicated on bars are

values (number of files), not percentages.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: N=128 accused persons/offenders

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Jurisdiction

Guilty plea category ACT NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA CTH NZ Total %

Early guilty plea to all charges 11 7 5 14 6 2 14 16 9 17 101 50.0

Pleaded not guilty 3 1 6 5 5 6 13 16 56 27.7

Late guilty plea to all charges 1 1 3 1 3 3 5 2 8 7 36 17.8

Early guilty plea to some charges 3 1 1 2 1 5 2.5

Late guilty plea to some charges 1 1 1 1 4 2.0

Total with information 15 12 10 23 14 5 25 24 32 42 202 100.0

No information recorded 1 2 3 6

Note: N=208 accused persons

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Outsource investigation Jurisdiction

category ACT NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA CTH NZ Total %

None (investigation by
     police only) 7 3 6 4 6 1 4 11 3 10 55 36.7

Complainant involvement
     (e.g. bank) 7 6 2 4 4 5 13 4 8 53 35.3

Commonwealth agency
     investigation (e.g. ATO) 23 2 25 16.7

Private sector investigation
     (e.g. forensic accountants) 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 10 6.7

Public sector investigation
     (e.g. ASIC) 1 2 1 4 2.6

Professional registrar
     involvement (e.g. Law Society) 1 1 1 3 2.0

Total with information 14 11 9 12 11 7 19 17 28 22 150 100.0

No information recorded 1 2 1 1 5

Note: N=155 files

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: Information on outcome of bail application was available for 189 of the 208 accused persons. Included among the cases where

information was not recorded were accused persons in custody for other offences.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Jurisdiction

Factual decision category ACT NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA CTH NZ Total %

All facts admitted 14 8 9 16 8 5 19 17 19 21 136 68.3

All facts proved 1 3 2 3 10 5 24 12.1

Some facts proved 1 3 2 3 3 3 7 22 11.1

Charges dismissed 1 2 4 7 3.5

Acquitted 1 1 5 7 3.5

Some facts admitted 1 1 0.5

Proceeding stayed 1 1 0.5

Nolle prosequi entered 1 1 0.5

Total with information 15 12 10 23 12 5 24 24 32 42 199 100.0

No information recorded 1 2 2 1 3 9

Note: N=208 accused persons

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: Information concerning the nature of the proceedings was available in respect of 200 out of the 208 accused persons. 141 accused

persons had a plea hearing, while 59 were tried by judge and jury.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Sentence category ACT NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA CTH NZ Total %

Custodial orders (full-time) 6 11 8 19 10 4 13 17 26 23 137 74.9

Custodial orders (periodic) 2 1 2 7 12 6.6

Unsupervised release (suspended) 1 1 1 4 1 2 10 5.5

Supervised release (probation/
    conditional) 1 2 1 3 1 8 4.4

Unsupervised release (deferred) 4 2 6 3.2

Supervised release (community
    service) 2 1 2 5 2.7

Fine 1 2 3 1.6

Compensation 1 1 2 1.1

Total sentenced 15 12 10 21 10 5 22 24 32 33 183 100.0

Charges not proved 2 2 2 9 15

No information recorded 1 2 2 1 3 10

Note: N=208 accused persons. Percentages are out of the total number of offenders sentenced (n=183). One accused person whose

charges were dismissed was ordered to pay a victims’ compensation levy (recorded as a compensation order). In one other case,

the type of sentence imposed was not recorded.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: Information on sentencing was available in respect of 183 (145 males and 38 females) of the 208 accused persons. This excludes

15 accused persons whose charges were not proved, but includes one accused person whose charges were dismissed but who

was ordered to pay a victims’ compensation levy (recorded as a compensation order). In 10 cases sentencing information was not

recorded.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]



AIC Research and Public Policy Series

56

!������/	 7����������������
�������
�������������
���������
����
��3
��������

Comm Cust Cust Not No
Offence category Fine Comp Susp Defer Prob serv per F/T proved info

Dishonestly obtaining
    government benefits 1 2 1 1 2 24 1 1

Dishonestly using
    government funds 1 1 1 8 2

Misappropriation of funds
    in the private sector 2 1 1 19 1

Obtaining finance/credit
    by deception 1 3 4 1 3 3 36 4 5

Investment/trust
    account fraud 1 2 21 1 1

Cheque fraud 2 4 1 1 2 24

Obtaining goods/
    services by deception 1 2 2 10 1 1

False accounting 1 1 1 1 10

Dishonest sale of goods 1 8 3 1

Dishonestly obtaining
    commission (excluding
    share market fraud) 7 3

Share market fraud 3 1

Extortion of funds from
    employees 1

Administration of justice
    offences 2

Insurance fraud 1 4

Theft of inventory/
    stock by employees 2

Abbreviations Fine – Fine Prob – Supervised release(probation/condition)

Comp – Compensation Comm serv – Supervised release (community service)

Forf – Forfeiture Cust period – Custodial orders (periodic)

Conf – Confiscation Custody F/T – Custodial orders (full-time)

Susp – Unsupervised release (suspended) Not proved – Charges not proved, acquitted or nolle prosequi entered

Defer – Unsupervised release (deferred) No inf – No information recorded

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: N=149 offenders. This chart includes both full-time and periodic custodial terms.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: N=11 offenders

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: N=34 offenders. Numbers indicated on bars are values (number of convicted offenders), not percentages.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: Information on aggravating factors was mentioned in respect of 127 (98 males and 29 females) out of 162 offenders. Some cases

involved multiple aggravating factors.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Defence appeal/application outcome Number of accused/offenders

Appeal category

Leave to appeal/appeal against sentence/application to vary sentence only 46

Leave to appeal/appeal against conviction only 7

Leave to appeal/appeal against both sentence and conviction 10

No defence appeal 97

No information on appeal available 33

Appeal outcome category

Leave to appeal/appeal against sentence refused/dismissed 37

Leave to appeal/appeal against sentence/application to vary sentence 
allowed—sentence reduced 17

Leave to appeal/appeal against conviction refused/dismissed 7

Leave to appeal/appeal against conviction allowed—conviction set aside 4

Leave to appeal/appeal against conviction allowed—re-trial ordered 5

Outcome of appeals against sentence or conviction unknown 3

Interlocutory applications

Application to stay proceedings 5

– dismissed 4

– allowed 1

Application to discharge jury 1

– dismissed 1

– allowed 0

Note: Excluding interlocutory applications, n=208 accused persons. Charges against 16 accused were not proved and 183 persons were

convicted. Information on factual decision was not available in respect of nine accused persons. Information on appeals was not

available in respect of 33 persons.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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Note: Total number of files = 155. Thirty-one files concerned public sector risks and 124 concerned the private sector.

Source: Australian Institute of Criminology and PricewaterhouseCoopers, Serious Fraud in Australia and New Zealand, 2003 [computer file]
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