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FOREWORD

This is the report of the eleventh annual National Prison Census. It was conducted on the night of 30 June 1992
and included all persons, convicted and unconvicted, held in adult correctional institutions in all Australian
jurisdictions.

The tables contained in this report are largely compatible with those in the previous Census reports as, wherever
possible, the same definitions, counting rules and tabulations have been used. The data collection form used in
1992 differed from that used since 1987 only in the inclusion of questions on persons returned to prison after
recapture following escape/breach of parole and the dropping of the question relating to alcohol/drug
involvement in offences for which people are in prison. An attempt was made to separately identify Aboriginal
people and Torres Strait Islanders; however, few jurisdictions were able to provide data,

The data collection was coordinated by the National Correctional Statistics Committee, the body which is
accountable to the Annual Conference of Correctional Ministers for this and 4 number of other projects.
Membership of this committee varies from time to time. In addition to the representatives of the Institute and the
Australian Bureau of Statistics, state contributors this year were:

Simon Eyland and Keith Swarris (New South Wales)
Darryl Coulthard and John Kemperman (Victoris)
Brian MacLuchlan (Queensland)
Carol Roe and Anne-Mane Langdon (Western Australia)
Jounne Favretto (South Australia)
Bill Hurvey (Tusmania)
Allan van Zyl, Tinu Sacca and Angela Leverence (Northern Territory)
Len Triplett (Australian Capital Territory)

May [ express my sincere appreciution to these contributors for their cooperition and willingness to negotiate
complex issues. Thanks are also due to the numerous unnamed workers in Australian corrections departments
whao collected und collated the basic data, to Sue Salloom who undertook the data editing und the preparation of
the report, to Vicki Dalton who did the graphic work and to Dianne Dagger tor her assistance.

The Correctional Administrators of the eight jurisdictions and the Australian Institute of Criminology have
developed a national correctional management data set to be published later this year as National Corrections
Management Information 1991-92, The publication will contain data on nine topics - security, welfare, health,
education and training, work, stafting, costs, effectiveness/recidivism/diversion, and locations - which can be
used as a companion data set to Australian Prisoners 1992,

This publication was delayed because errors to data detected through routine editing by the AIC required
extensive amendment.

John Walker

October 1993
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

The information collected in the census was of 1hree basic types:

i. General information on the demographic and sacial characteristics of the prisoners;
it Information on the legai status of the prisoners, including the nature of the offence(s) or charge(s) for which the person is in
prison;

. For prisoners acually serving a sentence, details of the sentence(s) being served,

The design of the basic data collection form (see Appendix 1) reflected these three arcas, The selection and formulation of the items on the
data cvllection form was largely determined by the potential value of the information, but was to some degree affected by the ability of
some jurisdictions (o obtain the information, and the difficulty involved in achieving compatibility between responses. The results have
been tabulated in such a way as to maximise, wherever possible, compatibility with other sowrces of data - in particular the five-yearly
censuses of population and housing conducted by the Australian Burean of Statistics, the various publications on crime and justice issues
from the state offices of the ABS, and those of the corrections departments themselves.

Most of the variables presented in this report are self-explanatory. However, as with any collection of statistics covering a range of
jurisdictions there have been problems of definition, where data from one jurisdiction cannot be directly equated with the equivalens item
from another jurisdiction, either hecause of different legislation, or different administrative recording practices. While efforts have been
made (0 attain maximum comparability between jurisdictions, some differences remain. These differences, together with some points of
definition, are outlined below,

Note that where statistics have been rounded, such as in the presentation of perceatage totals, any discrepancies between sums of the
component ilems and totals are due to roundieg.

1. Date and Coverage of the Census

The census related (o all persons on remand or serving senlences at any gazetted prison for adult offenders, operated or administered by
State/Territory oorrectional agencies, at midnight on 30 June 1992, and included persons temporarily absent from such establishments (e.g.
prisoners in hospitals, on various forms of leave, away on work release or persons serving periods of perindic detention). Midweek periodic
detainees in New South Wales who were in custody during the week prior (o the census date were counted. ' Women who were residents of
Albjon and persons in the Work Outreach Camps (WORC) Program in Queensland were not included. Persons serving Home Detention
Orders were not counted, as they are, since 1990, included in the counts of community based corrections. Institutions for juvenile offenders
were specifically excluded from the census. A map showing the locations of all institutions covered by the census is included as Figure 1.

2. Sources of Information

Most of the information for the census was obtained from existing records, which in most jurisdictions were computerised. [nformation aot
on record was, where feasible, collected specifically for the census by individual interview of prisoners. Where reliable information was not
available, for example sentence and parole details for sentenced prisoners recently taken into custody, it was recorded as not known. In
several jurisdiclions, modified dala coliection forms were used, and prison staff were asked to “wrile jn' answers in complex areas such as
the determination of most serious offences, aggregate sentence and earliest date of release; their answers were then coded into the standard
form by head office personnel, thereby ensuring a high level of reliability in these areas.

3. Jurisdiction of Custody

All prisoners included in the ceasus were recorded according to the jurisdiction in which they were in custody regardless of the jurisdiction
that imposed the seatence. Thus ACT prisoners serving sentences in New South Wales are included in the NSW figures, For this reason the
statistics presented in this report are not directly comparable with the statistics given in the Australian Institute of Criminology monthly
publication, Australian Prison Trends.

4. Age of Prisoner

The date of birth of the prisoner was used to calculate the prisoner's age at census date. This was regarded as a more appropriate measuse in
the context of prisoner stock statistics than age at reception. The tabulations of this variable therefore show the age-structure of the prison
populations as at 30 June 1992, The age at which persons nomally become liable to imprisonment in an adult prison varics, being
seventeen years in Victoria, Queensland, Tasmania and Northern Temitory, and eighteen years in the other jurisdictions although younger
persons who have been convicted of a particularly serious offeace may also be sent to adult prisons. Persons in juvenile institutions were
specifically excluded from this ceasus. Tables showing rates of imprisoament are caleulated using the relevant population aged 17 and
over,

5. Aboriginality

Prisoners are reganded as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islanders if they so identify themselves, and if they are accepted as such by other
Aboriginal and Islander people. Information obtained from prison records was recorded ‘as stated’ in those records. The method of
determining Aboriginality for prison record purposes may not be entirely consistent between, or even within, jurisdictions, however it is
believed that a considerable degree of uniformity of approach bas now been achieved.



Darwin
Gunp Point Prison .
Farm Darwin Nbulonboy Polic
-]
o Groote Eylandt Poli
Wyndham® Kotherine Police Prison

°Broome

o
Roehourne

NORTHERN
TERRITORY

Teanant Creek

-]
Alice Springs Prisen

Lotus Glen

Townsville

QUEENSLAND

o\Rockhampton

Sir David Longlands

Borallon
WESTERN AUSTRALIA JBomllos
Wacol
Brisbane Womens .
More ton Brisbane
SOUTH AUSTRALIA L Brisbane <\ Palen Creek
—_— %~} Nominbah
G h
o Greenoug _ Glen Innes . o
£ ° dGeld Broken Hill Tamworth® Grafton
astern Goldlields 5 o NEW SOUTH WALES ¢t Beliers
ort gosta Gaol o Kirk
connell Tomago
Perth Bathorst o, ool Maitlapnd
Port Lincoln Pris Bfr'::’: of Ay hee ™/ YOCC Newaes
) o h
- °o Bunbury Teal o Gouiburno
Canning Vale e Pardeila Prison F Yatala . id ' VICTO . Belcoginen(ACT)
C.W.Campbell Remand . p Frison farm James Nash House Bacchwordh Long Bay
Centre Albany Northfield Tabronmnigze g 0. N oCYPme Malabar
East Perth Police Gaol Cadell Training Centre Farier s, Dbarmingie Parramatia
Casnarina Adelaide Remand Centre { Mt Gambier Gao Loddon elbou e Emu Plains
Karnet Prison Farm Mobilong Arwoun, R Y ale Silverwater
Weoroloo Prison Farm - orwe iver Parklea
Pentridge ron - .
Bandyuop Metropolitan ée“ tion Windsor/Jebn Morony
elr pF ot P Campbelitown
airiea Mulaw
Melboarme Remand M"i:;d:
Centre Norma Parker Ceatre
g P Special Porpose Prison
ayes Priso

SNSNAD HHL A JIIUAOQD SINAWHST IAVLSE " TVNOLLOTIYOD NVITVALS VY JO dVIN

1 RINDIA

ZOG6T 9 "0F SNSNEID NOSDd TYNOLLVN




NATIONAL PrISON CENsUS 30. 6. 1992

6. Location of Last Known Address

Addresses were initially coded to Local Government or Postoode Area level within the reporting State, or to State level if within another
Australian State, Separate categories were used for persons whose last known addresses were outside Australia, persons known to bave no
fixed address, and those whose address was not stated. Addresses within the reporting state were aggregated to Statistical Division level (or
tabulation in this report. For definitions of the boundaries of Statistical Divisions refer to the ABS publication 1986 Census of Population
and Housing - Geographic Code List (Catalogue Number 2188.0). Where the original data were Postoodes the aggregation to Statistical
Divisions was assisted by a special listing of Postoodes to Statistical Divisions provided hy the Australian Bureau of Statistics.,

7. Marital Status at Reception
The actual, not necessarily legal, marital status was recorded, with de facto relationships included in the marmied category.
8. Known Employment Status at Time ot Arrest/Charge for Current Episode

The ‘employed’ category includes those self-employed; pensioners are included in ‘other. No data were available for prisoners in New South
Wates.

9. Known Highest Level of Education

In all jurisdictions this item is coded ‘as recorded', It is not known to what extent the data include qualifications gained since reception. No
data were available for New South Wales. No distinction is made in Westem Australia between levels less than three years secondary
education. As a result prisoners with less than three years' secondary education are ooded as having no formal education.

10. Date of Most Recent Reception - The Current Episode

The date of reception is the date orfginally received into a gazetted prison in the current jurisdiction for the current offence, regardless of
legal status changes since that date and regardless of any authorised or unautborised temporary leave of absences. Thus a prisoner having
escaped or been released on parole which was subsequently revoked is counted from the date of reception prior to the prisoner's period at
lacge. The time between the date of reception and the census date is therefore refermed to as the current episode. This definition is different
from that used in previous ceasuses, which, because of data difficulties, were only able to identify time served after retuming to prison
from an escape or breach of parole. The current definition therefore gives a more accurate picture of times being served in prison.

11. Most Serious Offence/Charge

Except in Tasmania, if the prisoner has been sentenced for one or more offences then the most serious offence is the offence for which the
prisoner has received the longest sentence in this episode for a single connt, regardless of the possible result of any appeals, and regardless
of whether the sentence for that offence has actually expired at census date, In Tasmania, the most serious offence is the offeace for which
the prisoner has received the longest aggregate sentence in this episode for afl counts of that offence. Where sentences are equal, the
offence with the lowest ANCXO) code (see Figure 2) is selected, The most serious offence is as recorded on the court vrder and may be
different to the type of offeace recorded by the police. Caution should be exercised in comparing offence codes between jurisdictions as
they are not necessarily interpreted uaiformly. 'Life' sentences followed by 'Governor's Pleasure' orders (or ‘forensic patieat orders) are
regarded as longer than any other. Oaly those offences for which sentences have been passed are counted, Note that the Avstralian Bureau
of Statistics ‘"ANCAY coding has been adopted this year in most jurisdictions in preference to the draft coding system used previously, At the
two-digit level, however, which is the level at which the dati are tabulated in this report few changes will be apparent.

Except in NSW and the ACT, if the prisoner is unsentenced, whether convicted or not, the most serivus offence is the charge which carries
the longest statutory maximum penalty. Eyual penalties are resolved in the same manaer as before, using ANCO. In NSW aad the ACT the
lowest ANCO  ocode was selected whenever no seatence has been passed. If the prisoner has been convicted, then only those offences for
which convictions have been recorded are counted. In Western Australia, sentences comnienced prior 1o an escape are not counted, but the
escape is itself counted as an offence.

Aan illustration of how complex the determination of most serious offence can be is shown below. This is a hypothetical (hut not atypical)
case.

The prisoner was received on remand 5/1/88 on 3 counts of Break, Enter and Stealing (B.E.S.) and Larceny of a Motor
Vehicle (L.M/V.). Sentenced on 28/1/88 to 2 years for BES. and | year concurrent for LM/V, with non-parole period
(N.P.P) to expire 30/11/89. On 23/3/88 further sentenced v 4 years for Armed Robbery 1o commence from 23/3/88, new
N.P.P. to expire 23/3/90. Released on parole on 23/3/90 the prisoner was revoked on 30/3/90 and returned to prison on
15/4/30. A furtber charge of LM/V. was beard on 25/4/90 and the prisoner was sentenced 10 6 months from that date. The
prisoner was re-paroled on 1/11/90. The prisoner was again revoked on 1/2/92 following arrest for assanlt. A seatence of 3
years was passed on 20/3/92 1o date from 1/2/92, N.P.P. to expire on 1/2/93.

Most Serous Offence would be recorded as Armed Robbery (4 years) in all jurisdictions except Western Australia, where
the assault would be trecorded since the 3 year sentence is longer than the period remaining to be served for the parole
breaches (22 months).

12. Federal Offence/Charge

Federal Offences are offences against Commonwealth legistation. They are most commanly offences related to prohibited importations such
as illegal drugs, offences ipvolving fraud or forgery, and offences against Commonwealth property or involving injury 1o Commonwealth
officers. Persons imprisoned for such offences are geaerally held in the State or Territory of the sentencing court. Determining whether or
not an offence is a federal offence can be quite difficult and prison records are frequently vague on this question, panicularly while the
court kas oot finalised the matter. For this reason the question was phrased ‘Is any offence known to be a federal offence?. This may have
resulted in some undercounting of federal prisoners, particularly remandees.
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FIGURE 2 - AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF OFFENCES

Offences Against the Person

11 HOMICIDE
111 Munder
112 Attempted Murder
113 Conspiracy to Murder
114 Manslaughter (excluding by driving)
115 Driving Causing Death
119 Homicide, Unspecified

12 ASSAULTS (EXCLUDING SEXUAL ASSAULTS)
121 Assault Occasioning Grievous Bodily Harm
122 Assault Occasioning Actuat Bodily Harm
129 Other Assault

13 SEXUAL ASSAULTS AND OOFFENCES
136 Sexual Assault
137 Sexual Offences (consent proscribed)
139 Other Sexual Offences

19 OTHER OFFENCES AGAINST THE PERSON
191 Kidnapping and Abduction
192 Illreatment of Children
193 Highjacking/Endangering Life
198 Defamation/Libel
199 Other Against Pesson

Robbery and Extortion

21-22 ROBBERY/EXTORTION
211 Amned Robbery
212 Other Robbery
221 Extortion

Property Offences

31 BREAKING AND ENTERING
311 Breaking and Entering - Dwellings
312 Breaking and Entering - Shops
318 Breaking and Entering - Other and Unspecified

32 FRAUD AND MISAPPROPRIATION
321 Fraud, Forgery and False Pretences
322 Misappropriation
323 Counterfeiting

33 RECEIVING AND UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF
STOLEN GOODS
331 Receiving
332 Unlawful Possession of Stolen Goods
339 Handling Stolen Goods n.e.i.

35-39  OTHER THEFT
isl Motor Vehicle Theft/llegal Use
as2 Bicycle Theftllegal Use
as3 Boat TheftTllegal Use
354 Aircraft Thefi/lllegal Use
358 Other Vehicle Theft/Tllegal Use
359 Unspecified Vehicle/Tllegal Use
391 Stealing from the Person
392 Stock Theft
393 Shoplifting
399 Other Theft

41 PROPERTY DAMAGE
411 Arson (person not therein)
419 Other Property Damage

42 ENVIRONMENTAL OFFENCES
421 Poltution
423 Flora and Fauna
429 Other Environmental Offences

Offences Against Good Order

51 OFFENCES AGAINST GOVERNMENT SECURITY
Sl Offences Against Government Security
and Operations

§2-54 OFFENCES AGAINST JUSTICE PROCEDURES
§21 Breach of Maintenance Order
523 Breach, Other Family Court Order
524 Contempt of Court, Other
525 Pesvert Course of Justice, Perjury
520 Breach, C.5.0
527 Breach, Other Community Based Order
528 Escape from Custody
529 Periodic Detainee, Fail o Report
533 Resist, Hinder Police
534 Conspiracy, (Offence Unspecified)
549  Other Against Justice Procedures

ss UNLAWFUL POSSESSION/USE OF WEAP(ONS
551 Unlawful Possession/Use Firearm
552 Unlawful Possession/Use, Bomb
558 Unlawful Possession/Use, Other Weapon
559 Possession/Use, Weapon, Other

§7-5¢ (OTHER OFFENCES AGAINST GOX)D (ORDER
571 Child Pomography
572 Censorship
591 Liquor and Licensing Offences
592 Betting and Gaming Offences
593 Trespassing and Vagrancy
594 Consorting
598 Prostitution and Related Offences
596 (Mfences Involving Drunkenness
599 Other Offences against Good Order

Drug Oftences

61 POSSESSION/USE ILLEGAL DRUGS
613-6  Possession/Use, Narcotics
6017 Possession/Use, Cannabis, All Forms
018 Possession/Use, Other Specified drugs
619 Possession/Use, Unspecified Drugs

64-65 DEAL/TRAFFIC ILLEGAL DRUGS
643-6  Import/Expor, Narcotics
647-9  Imp/Exp, Cann./Other/Unspec.
653-6  Deal/Tmiffic, Narcotics
6579 Deal/Traffic, Cann./Other/Unspec.

66-69 MANUFACTURE/GROW ILLEGAL DRUGS
663-6  Manufacture/Grow, Narcotics
067-9  Manufacture/Grow, Cann./Other/Unspec.
699 Other Drug Offences

Motor Vehicle, Traftic and Related Offences

71-72 DRIVING OFFENCES
71t Drink Driving Offences
724 Dangerous/Reckless Driving
725 Negligent Driving

73-75 LICENCE/REGISTRATION OFFENCES
732 Driving, Licence Susp/Cancelled
733 Driving Without Licence
739 (hber Driving Licence Offences
749 Traffic Offences, Exc. Parking
751 Registration Offences, Incl. TPI
752 Roadworthiness Certificate Offences

79 ()THER TRAFFIC: (OFFENCES
791 Parking
799 Other Motor Vehicte Offences

Other Oftences

81-88 (OTHER OFFENCEN
89 OOFFENCES IN CUSTODY
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13. Level of Court

The rules adopted for coding the Level of Court were:

i Where an episode comprises orders/sentences of various levels of court, select the Jevel of court appropriate to the most
serious offence/charge.

ii.  Appeal Courts should be recorded ouly where courts have altered the length of senfence appropriate to the most serious
offeace/charge.

iii.  For prisoners not under sentence, select the level of court at which musi recently remanded in custody. Prisoners held vader
Department of Immigration supervision are caded as 'other’.

14. State/Territory of Court of Sentence or Most Recent Remand in Custody

Legislation has been passed in receat years enabling prisoners sentenced or remanded in one jurisdiction to sesve their period in custody in
another jurisdiction, usually for reasons of proximity to family, Also, because of lack of suitable accommodation, senteaced prisoners
from the ACT bave traditionally been housed in New South Wales prisons and some violent offeaders seatenced prior to 1978 from the
Nortbem Territory are housed in South Australia,

15. Legal Status of Prisoner

At Census date, the prisoner may be awaiting deportation, awaiting trial or verdicl, convicted but awaiting sentence, detained as unfit t
plead, under seatence, or awaiting the results of appeal. There are also several possibilities of dual status (¢.g. under seatence for some
offences and awaiting appeal 1esults for others, upder sentence and awaiting deportation, etc.) The couating mles were as follows:

i.  [f the prisoner is coavicted of any offence then this takes precedeace over any other offence(s) for which the prisoner may be
on remand or held for deportation or as uafit 1o plead. Thus someone convicted on traffic charges but also awaiting trial for
homicide is counted as a traffic offender. The prisoner's status may be convicted awaiting seatence, under sentence no appeal
curreat, or under senleace awaiting appeal, bul cangot be unconvicted even though the charge of homicide is more serious.

ii. If the convicled prisoner has been sentenced for any offence then this takes precedence over any other offence(s) for which the
prisoner may or may not be convicted. Thus someone seatenced for traffic offences and coavicted, but not yet sentenced, for
homicide is again counted as a traffic offender. The prisoner’s status must be under sentence ne appeal current, or under
seatence awaiting appeal.

ili. If the sentenced prisoner has appealed against ALL of the prisoner’s sentences then the prisoner is counted as under sentence
awaiting determination of appeal. If any senteace is uncontested then this takes precedence over any oftence(s) for which
appeals are in progress, (Note: it is not certain thar this distinction was well uaderstoad by all data coders, and it is possible
that some priseners have been coded 'under sentence awaiting appeal’ when they should have been coded ‘under sentence o
appeal current'.)

16. Aggregate Sentence

This ttem is the longest period that the person may be detained under sentence ia the current episode. Charges pending which are likely o
extend the current episode are ignored. Time served prior to any escape is included in all jurisdictions, and time served prior to a breach of
parole is included in all jurisdictions except in Western Ausiralia. The heading ‘Govemors Pleasure' includes prisoners in NSW kaown as
‘Forensic Patieats’.

17. Type of Sentence (for Aggregate Sentence)

For prisoners with multiple sentences, the Type of Seatence is determined by the cumulative effect of all sentences imposed. ‘Subject to
Miaisterial/Administrative Decision' includes unsentenced prisoners subject o depontation orders. ‘Indefinite’ refers to all seniences where
a maximum term is specified and a minimum term or aon-parole period is also set. The actual sentence to be served fies between these
limits and is therefore described in some jurisdictions as 'Max-min’. The beadiag 'Guvernors Pleasure’ includes prisoners in NSW known
as 'Forensic Patients'. Periodic Detention is a seatencing option available o NSW courts which provides that a person serves a sentence of
imprisvunment on weekeads (or any ather two consecutive days during the week), remaining at liberty in the community during the rest of
the week. Some fine defavlters may have been remanded for a more serious offence and have chosen to cut out fines simultagevusly.
Apart from ‘Life’, ‘Governor's Pleasure' and 'Subject 1o Ministerial/Administeative Decision’, Queensland prisoners do ot easily fit the
debiaitions used for "Type of Sentence’.
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18. Method of Calculation of Earliest Date of Release and Actual Expected Sentence

The period of imprisonment which a convicted prisoner actually serves depends upon the sentence(s) onginally handed down, the system
of remissions and the forms of parole available in the various jurisdictions. The Actual Expected Sentence is defined as the time elapsed
between the Date of Reception for this episode and the Earliest Date of Release (as defined below). No acoount has been taken of time
served prior to any escape or other breach of conditions so care must be taken in interpreting tables involving these variables. The rules
goveming date of release are complex and differ from jurisdiction to jurisdiction. Calculations of Earliest Date of Release in the various
jurisdictions were made as follows:

New South Wales

The Sentencing Act 1939 cbanged the way in which dates of release are calculated in New South Wales compared 1o previous
years. They are now calculated as follows:

i.  The court will first fix 2 minimum term that the prisoner must serve in prison, the expiry date of the minimum term will
therefore be the earliest date of release.

ii.  The court will then €ix an additional term during which the prisoner may be released on parole.

iii. Where no additional term is set, the minimum term is known as a fixed term of imprisoament.

iv. Sentences of six months or less must be fixed terms of imprisonment.

v. Those prisoners with sentences of three years or less will be released on parole as soon as they become eligible; those with
sentences greater than three years may be released to parole by the Offenders Review Board any time after the minimum term
of imprisonment expires.

vi. A prisoner's minimum term of imprisonment may be increased by a Visiting Justice (Magistrate) by up to 28 days for each
breach of discipline.

Victoria

Calculation is based on the ‘effective’ sentence minus one-third; the effective senteace being the minimum sentence, if one has been
imposed, otherwise the fixed term. Time spent in detention prior to the commencement of the seatence counts toward the
actual sentence and is subject to remissions at the pormal rate - i.e. one-third off.

Queensland

i.  With the exception of sentences of indefinite length such as ‘Life!, calculations are based on the date an offender was eligible
for parole. Unless otherwise specified by the Court this date is at half the aggregate senteace length.

ii. Where the parole date has already passed and parole was denied, the date eligible for remission (two-thieds aggregate
sentence) is used. If this data has passed, the full-term expity date is used.

iii. Life sentence prisoners must serve 13 years in prison before being eligible for release on parole.

Western Australia

i.  Where no minimum sentence is specified - use totat effective seotence mious one-third - two-thirds time date (EDR), less any
special time off granted by the Executive Director at Census date.

ii. Where a parole term has been specified - use minimum sentence less remission of 10% of minimum sentence (i.e. the Eadiest
Eligibility Date (EED) as presendy calculated). If this date is already passed and parole was denied, use the next Review date
or the two-thirds date (EDR), whichever comes first.

South Austrulia
. Sentences under 3 months - aggregate sentence less any special time off granted by the Exeeutive Director at Census date,
ii. Sentence 3 months or more - aggregate sentence less one-third remission and less any special time off granted by the Executive
Director at Census date.

Tasmania

Calculation is based oo the totality of sentence liable 10 be served, minus one-third, but shall not operate so as to reduce the
sentence below three months,

Northern Territory

Non-parole expiry date, release with remission for sentences in excess of 28 days, suspended sentence release date or fixed release
date for terms under 28 days.

Australlan Capital Tervitory
Not applicable - no prisoners under sentence,
19. Escapes and Breaches of Parole
These data relate only to escapes /breaches of parole occurring during the currency of the sentence contributing to this episode. Breaches
of conditions attached 10 release on licence are counted. Breaches of probation or bonds are not. The precise definition of ‘escape’ may

vary between junisdictions, for example, simply failing to return in time after day leave or work release may in some jurisdictions result in
the prisoner beiag classed as an escapee.
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20. Current Security Classification of Prisoner

All custodial systems involve a hicrarchy of security levels, based upon the perceived seriousness of the consequences if a prisoner were
to abscond. The various jurisdictions use differing rules for this classification. Table A presents a national system for the classification
of prisoners into High, Medium and Low Security categories, and the [ocal secusity desigaations which they incorporate in each
jurisdiction. This thnee-way security classification has been adopted for the publication of the 1992 National Prison Census data,

Table A - National System for the Security Classificationof Prisoners

Standardised Classification(a)

High(b) Medivm Low
New South Wales Al, A2, El B, E2 C1,C2,C3
Victoria Al A2 B C1,C2
Queensiand Maximum, High Medium Low, Open
Western Australia Maximum Medivm, Low Medivm Minimum
South Australia High 1, High 2 Medium Low 1, Low 2, Low 3
Tasmania Maximum Medium Minimum
Northem Territory Maximum Mediem Minimum
Australian Capital Territory(c) Maximum n/a n/a

(8) As determined by the National Correctional lndicators Project Committee,

(b) High includes remand and seatenved unclassified prisoaecs.

(¢} ACT bolds remand prisoners only

Source: Walker, ) R & Dagger, D. 1993, National Corrections Management Information, 1991-92. Austrliva Institute of Crminology

21. Comparisons with other Prison Statistics

Itis important to realise that these statistics relate only (o a point in time, that is, midnight on 30 Joae 1992. Since prison populations tend
to be in a state of continval flux with new amvals and departures being daily occumences, many published figures are of the ‘daily
average’ .Type. Some comparisons can be seea in the figures published monihly by the Australian Institte of Criminology, from data
supplied by the State corrections departments, under the title Australian Prison Trends.

The precise time of the cepsus is of particular importaoce in understanding apparent discrepancies between Prison Census figures and
those resulting from other types of counts. The Australian Prison Trends publications differ also in the counting rules adopted with
respect 1o prisoners serving sentences outside the prison walls, for example on various forms of work release, and record prisoners by
sentencing jurisdiction rather than actual location. Thus, Australian Prison Trends each month records the number of Australian Capital
Termritory prisoners held in New South Wales prisons as "ACT prisoners’, but New South Wales periodic detainees are couated in the
Census and not in Australian Prison Trends.

Because of different counting rules, dispacities may be found between figures in this publication and those produced by corrections
departments. Care should be taken to ensure that like is being compared with like.

22. Flow Statistics, Monthly Averages and Census Summary Statistics

Tables B and C compiled from Australian Prisons Trends data, show the monthly trends in prisoner numbers since the previous census.
Table D summarises the total prisoner numbers by jurisdiction, sex and legal status at Ceasus night 1992.

The flow of sentenced prisoners in Australia was somewhat higher in 1991-92 than bad been the case in 1990-91, due mainly 1o a high

level of receptions in New South Wales and South Australia. Western Australia and Victoria prisoner receptions actually reduced during
the year, while others remained fairly stable.

Table B - Sentenced Prisoners Received During 1991-92

JUL _ AUG SEP OCT NOV__ DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN
NSW 6l4 837 623 692 173 729 703 748 871 865 911 938
VvIC 115 145 100 L6s 126 108 131 125 125 129 138 115
QLD 389 419 449 480 464 380 411 413 357 354 366 355
WA 387 430 385 462 406 351 370 380 359 367 384 341
SA 237 259 246 223 218 501 620 634 536 507 525 469
TAS 53 63 &0 7% 47 68 35 57 90 55 55 82
NT 104 120 113 119 122 91 104 121 130 &9 132 93
ACT - - - - - - - - - - - -
AUST 1899 2275 1996 2219 2156 2228 2374 2478 2468 2366 2511 2393

Note